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Creative group of Agnishatdal 

Agnijaat is a solo venture of Sharmishtha Basu 

 

 

Agnishatdal is blessed with selfless affection of its creative group, these 

selfless authors, artists have shared their wonderful creation for free and no 

matter how much I try to thank them for this gift, it will be nothing! Here they 

are (No order please, just the names as they appeared in mind) :  

 

Troy David Loy 

https://troythulu.net 

Raghunandan Kuppuswamy  

https://ksriranga.wordpress.com 

Dominic Collucci  

https://wrotethesequotes.blogspot.com 

Brieuc Martin Onraet  

https://equinoxio21.wordpress.com 

Pat Ritter 

http://www.patritter.com.au/ 

Bitter Pill, Citizen Null, Saptarchi, Labanya and  

Sharmishtha Basu 

https://agnishatdalezine.wordpress.com 
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1 critiques Poush 1425 

By Troy David Loy @ https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Agnishatdal Poush 1425 Critique by Troy David Loy @ 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 
 

So, last Poush has brought with it chilly weather, so I’ll devote some time this 

Magh for the latest Agnishatdal critique! Join me for a bit as I supervise the 

eldritch minions in cleaning out last year’s failed experiments, and start new 

ones up for CE 2019! 

 

Let us begin…Virtual trip to India* 

 

Here’s an image of a young woman in saffron dress on a swing, beneath the 

leaves of a willow tree. I like this one, with its attention to detail and nice color 

balance of warm and cool shades! 

 

Also here’s hoping Brian had an excellent birthday this last Poush! 

 

Shraddarghya – Salutations* 

Here we have an image of a hand holding what seems to my botanically 

illiterate eye to be a white lotus blossom, with a simple palette of three colors 

and good definition of shape! 

 

Hemanta Mukherjee & Kalim Sharafi: 

I’m going to say one thing about both of these gentlemen: The former has 

quite a list of recorded songs, the latter nearly so and between the both of 

them, this will provide many happy hours of listening! Wooticus Maximus! 

 

Assorted gems* 

Here we have an image of a young girl stringing what look like beads or pearls 

together. Both foreground and background share a nice balance of form and 

color. The boats in the distance remind me of recreational craft moving across 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy
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the surface of the Chesapeake bay during my childhood. 

 

The Little boy and the tiger: 

Brian’s tale continues with mention of the apsaras, and photos from his no 

doubt interesting childhood. I can scarcely remember any details of my own, 

and speculate daily on how much of that are fictions spliced together from 

contaminated and incomplete memories. Good on Brian that he had so much 

of this documented! 

 

Brahma Rakshasa 3: 

Raghunandan continues this tale as the young priest, sans mantra, strikes a 

deal with the demon, bettering both its own lot and those of the villagers 

tending the mango orchards it haunts. Cool! 

 

Space and the Divine*: 

Dom’s verse this time is on direction, void, and harmony, and the unity of 

these in the quintessence that pervades the universe. 

 

Haters 4: 

BP discusses the reforms of Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar, to better the lot of 

young Hindu widows, and the suffering offered for his efforts. BP gives dvice 

on dealing with trolls, as with Vidyasagar’s tormentors. 

 

Haunting* 

eleanor offers an image that could very well be taken as an example of spirit 

photography using a mirror. As a big fan of the paranormal, this looks so cool 

to me! 

 

Clippings by Freya Pickard: 

The authoress reviews Freya’s newsletter, which looks to be well worth 

subscribing to! 
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The unfaithful earl, Part 4: 

Doug continues this haunting, or rather haunted, tale with the events of the 

evening, as what might be reenactors, or maybe, just maybe, genuine ghosts 

on horseback in the dead of night – literally! 

 

Mauve flower* 

Lisa’s photo has a lovely balance of lighting and subject matter, with blossoms 

hanging from the stems of their parent plant! 

 

Her second photo includes a nice quote by Kakashi Hatake! 

 

Pikatron and Troy’s new book in Amazon: 

Many thanks to the Authoress for the generous critique of my monthly 

newsletter, and her kind mention of my fourth book! 

 

A podcasts interview: 

Here, the authoress relates her interview for an online radio show. I like this 

one! 

 

Uday Shankar: 

Here is a piece on India’s Father of Modern Dance, and a good thing he was! I 

might not be able to enjoy these artistic performances as I do without his 

work! 

 

Shining new stars: 

Here is no faint praise for the key actors of the Harry Potter movies! I’ve yet to 

see the films myself *puts that on bucket list* but I’ve enjoyed at least one of 

the books, and heard good reviews of many of the movies. Truly talented 

performers! 

 

Dakshinamurthy Pillai, and True Treasures: Purnadas Boul:  

here are two illustrious musicians, the former as well as the latter worth 

looking up to hear their music! 
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Poush recipe: Omlette er Jhal: 

Mmm! I’m adding this one, like all in this series of entries, into a special file in 

my Evernote folder for Indian recipes (that’s a recent addition). This will go 

nicely with the books I’ve recently picked up on Indian cooking! 

 

Creator’s Quill* 

This time offers an image of trees and the open sky at night, with what looks 

like auroras lighting up the heavens! Very cool! 

 

7 Bengali: 

A good image showing both verse in the graceful Bangla script, the coral 

jasmine blossoms mentioned in the verse, and two musical instruments! Good 

contrast with the color palette chosen! 

 

Bengal this month: 

The Authoress relates the festivals for this month, offering her own anecdote 

of pilgrimages to the Ganges river this season, as well as the celebration of 

Christmas and New Year! 

 

New Year* 

Wow! Here’s animate for the onset on 2019, with a skilled mix of colors, a 

limited but varied palette, and very well defined hands and blossoms 

dominating the image! 

 

Story from Ved and Purana: Briddha Sangam 

Here a nice love story, with the daughter of an apsara marrying her first 

suitor, and the two of them gaining a youthful seeming after mockery from 

passersby! 

 

Oops! 

A mischievous monkey in this set of three cartoons gets into more than he 

bargained for during an otherwise routine theft of food from a tree of 
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squirrels! 

 

The final image for this piece shows a girl feeding fauns, and a group of 

bunnies too! This one uses good contrast without too much in the way of 

outlining. Nice! 

 

WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 

Poush AGNIJAAT 

Agnijaat Poush 1425 Critique by Troy David Loy @ 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 
 

Well, last month’s issue came at the onset of the chilly season, and it’s not 

exactly hospitable in the locale of my secret lair! Here’s the critique for last 

Poush, and may this Magh be a pleasant one! 

 

Goodbye 2018 andLet the journey begin: Window to India* 

These two images are quite cool, and mark a fitting end to the previous year. 

The first shows a young woman in formal dress, and the next two ringing in 

the New Year. 

 

Indie Author Speaks – pocket money or more 1 

The Authoress notes the problems in finding work as a writer, often outside 

the scope of writing itself. 

 

We are the big cheez! 

A cartoon about arbitrary rules of dress imposed on innocuous items of 

clothing, rules that nonsensically declare those items obscene. I remember a 

news article I saw some time ago, I think it was in the Times of India in which 

a young woman was threatened and burned out of her village home, for not 

wearing traditional dress when ordered to by her neighbors. 
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Women vs Men – 4 

 

A strong call for independent thought among women and girls, while being 

wary of the envy of other women! 

 

Happiness skills…. Who is to be blamed? 

A short post with one essential warning to the trusting: Trust, but verify 

before confiding! 

 

India THEN: Bhasa 

Now THIS is cool! This issue discusses the earliest known Sanskrit dramatist 

whose complete plays have been discovered, and notes his influence on the 

playwright Kalidasa! 

 

Nature @Kolkata in Poush* 

A pretty image showing the pleasant but cooling weather of the season as the 

planet’s Northern winter solstice approaches! 

 

Nature @Kolkata in Poush: 

The Authoress notes the more pleasant shift in weather for her town of 

residence, with firm hopes that it remains so in February. 

 

Poetry and Movies (Indian mostly) 

Here, the Authoress notes the accomplished Urdu poets responsible for earlier 

Hindi movie song lyrics. I think I’ll be checking for recordings of their works 

being performed. Should make interesting listening! 

 

Spotlight on – Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan 

Hmmm. A singer of Pakistani descent with a wide vocal range and great 

singing stamina, which reminds me of the late Freddie Mercury, birth name 

Farouk Bulsara, with his own abilities as the lead singer of Queen. I was 

completely unfamiliar with the style of singing Ani Khan performed, though, 

and find myself amazed at the accomplishments of both men! 
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Sweet Memories – Green 

I too have a preference for green, though I’ve grown wary of green growing 

things in the wild… I can’t be too sure of not harming the tiny tardigrades, or 

moss-piglets, in their green felt homes laden with tiny droplets of water! 

 

Theme for Poush: Wisdom 

One: An image of a monk meditating beneath a tree, astride a giant lotus 

blossom. The colors for this one go nicely together, with simple, pleasing use 

of form. 

 

Two: A quote picture showing a lantern lighting the flame of wisdom. Very 

good use of typography, color, and form. 

 

Three: 17 word verse on the elusiveness of true wisdom. 

 

Four: 7x2 diamond verse asking whence wisdom comes in those who have it. 

It’s a question worth asking! 

 

Five: A cherub talks with his mother, on the safety of a wise woman reset by 

an evil being. Too bad the the evil one was thwarted even when it succeeded! 

 

Six: Advice here on how to approach the world, navigating its hazards wisely. 

 

Seven: Here is a brief discussion on the difference between knowledge, 

wisdom, and experience, and their relation. My own thought is that these are 

all interdependent. 

 

Reformers vs Dramabaz 

A cartoon on the difference between reforming versus mere tantrum-

throwers. Hmm. 

 

Well, that it’s for this eZine critique on Agnijaat for Poush 1425. I hope you 

enjoy the rest of Magh! 
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WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
Magh AGNIAAT 

 

Agnijaat Magh 1425 Critique: 

By Troy David Loy https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Salutations, O humans! This Falgun I offer the previous issue of Fireborn’s 

critique. I’ll not what stands out, what’s new or simply updated, what I liked, 

and questions that rear their heads, as this is a critique, after all! So, let’s do 

this! 

 

Indie Author Speaks – Pocket Money or More 2: 

The authoress here suggests a website for helping out new writers become 

more financially independent. I’ve bookmarked the website for a further look. 

 

From the Quill of Femme Sole: We are the big cheez! 

The authoress discusses the seedy side of guys who make remarks about 

female dress. it’s a common thing for guys to ‘mansplain’ morals to women 

through those remarks. Pathetic man-babies! 

 

Hinduism and India – 1: 

The authoress notes the ordinarily ecumenical character of Hinduism, as 

opposed to Hindu nationalism and the bullying of non-Hindus by those said 

nationalists. 

 

India THEN: History of Goa: 

An interesting account of the legends and early history of Goa. I’m myself 

reminded of the Goa Inquisition, perpetrated by the monstrous policies of 

Portuguese colonists. 2000 people killed is not 500000 people killed, but even 

just one killed in an act of persecution is too many! 

 

Nature @Kolkata in Magh! 

Good that weather there is benign in character, and I hope for a few weeks 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy
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more in the authoress’s locale! 

 

Wake up Hollywood! 

Miss Basu notes the poor quality of so many Hollywood movies, and I don’t 

blame her! I’m guilty myself of liking Spider-Man: Into the Spiderverse. Yes, 

it’s a superhero flick, but the quality of the writing is much better than most 

from a storyteller’s perspective. 

 

Indian Raga Now: Asha Bhonsle: 

Ah! A new singer to check out! I will enjoy searching for her playlists online! 

 

Spotlight On – Rahat Fateh Ali Khan  

Now, here’s a kind of music I’ve not heard much of, and this entry suggests 

listening at least from curiosity if not spiritual interest. 

 

Suryasaptami: 

The festival of the Sun God? Makes perfect sense to me to honor the Sun, 

which even non-believers will rightly acknowledge as the source of energy for 

all surface-dwelling life on Earth. Without, it, this tiny world would be dark, 

and it’s surface life quickly freeze to death, spinning endlessly and dead in the 

void! 

 

Theme for Magh: Versatility: 

 

One: This is an almost surreal image, of what looks like a goddess bearing a 

lunar crescent walking through a field of flowers above the spiral of the 

galaxy, and worlds in the distance. 

Two: A quote-pic showing ships at sea and a young woman in the foreground. 

I like this one! 

Three: 17 syllable verse extolling the things about the world that make life 

worth the effort of living! 

Four: 7x2 diamond verse in praise of difference, in ourselves and others, that 

makes the human experience so rich! 
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Five: Here is a frightening look at a world where everyone is the same, shades 

of the Borg, or Doctor Who’s Cybermen, but with ordinary people! 

Six: This is verse celebrating the diversity of humans, warning of the opposite 

possibility in a less pleasant and so much more boring world. 

Seven: A piece celebrating diversity in the human species, and the fact that we 

must learn to coexist rather than clash over arbitrary differences and petty 

disagreements. 

 

Reformers vs Dramabaz: 

Cartoon meme of the efforts of reformers being twisted and subverted for less 

than ethical purposes! 

 

So, that’s it for this Magh’s eZine issue! May you flourish and prosper, and in 

abbreviated Soruggon, Tf. Tk. Tts, Oh, just do well, all, and take care! 
 

WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
Magh AGNISHATDAL 

 

Agnishatdal Magh 1425 Critique: 

By Troy David Loy https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Greetings, O readers! It’s Falgun, so here’s the latest in a not-so-new series of 

critiques, noting what stood out, what’s new or updated, and what I liked. I’ll 

even throw in some questions on these as well, as this is a critique after all! So, 

let us begin! 

 

Kanika Banerjee: 

A renowned student of Tagore songs, even with her most popular tune not 

actually from Tagore himself, she made a good career from her skills, though 

was taken from life in her seventies, too soon in my estimation. Along with 

Kanak Das, and the differing vocal styles they used, 

 

  

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy
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The Little Boy and the Tiger, P. 5 

Brian ends this serial with more of the brief part of his life in Cambodia, and 

from years later the revelation of the baby tiger. I too hope Petite-Ami lives 

still, a survivor of the terrible regime that dominated his country! A fitting 

conclusion. 

 

Brahma Rakshasa 4: 

Raghu gives a good ending to this piece, with the final fate of the Rakshasa, the 

curious music played by the villagers in the demon’s absence, and hints of a 

possible link to the ancestry of the unnamed visitor to the village…. Could it 

be? Good job, Raghu! I enjoyed seeing this play out! 

 

Deeply in a fog*: 

Dom offers a short verse of a wish for sunny weather despite pea-soup 

dreariness in the day! Coolness! 

 

Haters 5: 

BP discusses the vileness of Raja Rammohan Roy’s critics, defenders of a 

horrible system he rightly had banned. I hear the same thing from 

intellectually dishonest types who try to defend American slavery, even more 

than a century after a bloody civil war that they lost! 

 

Budapest Missives: 

Juliette offers a striking image in warm colors, of statuary with the full moon 

behind it. Quite good. 

 

The unfaithful earl, Part 5: 

Doug relates a tragic end for one of the Americans in this ghost story, the only 

casualty of a haunted glen other than the shade of the earl himself! Never 

bring drugs and a heart condition to a ghost-fight! 

 

What is within my grasp* 

Lisa gives here a cool quote-pic that could show either dawn or dusk. 
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Beautiful nonetheless! 

 

YouTubia: Camengat! 

Ooh! This looks interesting! I love both astrophotography and conceptual 

paintings of planets for both sci-fi movies and early space paintings made 

before we sent probes to the planets! 

 

Birju Maharaj: 

It’s always good when truly gifted innovators revitalize and repopularize a 

field, and especially the art of dance and dance-drama. This was a brief piece, 

but enjoyable! 

 

Efiles from Agnimalya Patreon: 

Detective Agni continues her investigation, and finds her client has made 

many enemies, enemies who want to settle a score! 

 

Saraswatipuja* 

This image shows the Goddess Saraswati sitting with her veena and a swan 

nearby. I like the color palette for this one and simplicity of form! 

 

Republic Day* 

An image celebrating the founding of the Republic of India. This one is very 

economical with color, form, and arrangement. As the text says, Jai Hind – 

from the US! 

 

Pieces of Past: Dadu Dayal: 

An interesting piece of medieval Indian history, and worth looking up in 

greater detail. The authoress has provided useful clues to do so. Spiritual 

leaders tend to live interesting lives, and advocate interesting ideas. 

 

Story from Ved and Purana: Ila Tirtha: 

Cool! Here, a king has a complicated… transition in life… after entering a 

magical forest. This was a fun read on several levels as an ancient narrative! 
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Ponga Pandit: Evil Teacher: 

Here’s a cartoon of an instructor who uses his skills to serve dark ends, 

indoctrination rather than education. 

 

So, that’s it for Magh’s Lotus of Fire issue! I’ll see you again after Falgun with 

the next critique, and in abbreviated Soruggon…. 

Tf. Tk. Tts! 

*sigh* Take care regardless! 
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WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
Falgun AGNIAAT 

 

Agnijaat Falgun 1425 Critique 

https://shoptly.com/i/4jx 

By Troy David Loy https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Vanakkam. I hope this Chaitra sees you all well. I’ve this time critique of 

Falgun 1425’s Agnijaat, so let’s do this! 

 

Shubh Shivratri* 

Here’s a pic of Lord Shiva meditating, accompanied by one of his attendant 

ghosts while a girl nearby fasts, hoping for good husband. 

 

From the Quill of Femme Sole: Fight for my right!: 

Here’s cartoon using stick figures of women with misplaced priorities on both 

sides of a debate. Why the dichotomy? Why not both sets of rights? 

 

Hinduism and India – 3: 

The authoress notes that Hinduism’s history is one of flourishing by 

adaptation to create a rising tide that raises all proverbial ships, other 

religions in India, for benign coexistence rather than strife. Hinduism’s 

proponents ought not to make their own faith disreputable! I agree. 

 

Words of the Wisest 20 

I find the notion of using one’s weakness as a strength a novel idea, and a 

useful one if you know how to do it, though that indeed takes wisdom to figure 

out! 

 

Indian Raga Now: Nazia and Zohaib Hassan 

Two more performers to put on my bucket list! I’ve found a link to Nazia’s 

piece, Boom Boom, here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7ec26YuBUo 

 

https://shoptly.com/i/4jx
https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy
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SPOTLIGHT ON – Simi Garewal 

Actress and talk show hostess? She shares a few skills with a Britisher of 

Indian/Pakistani descent named Jameela Jamil whom I’ve watched before, 

suggested by Amita Patel on the podcast Inside Pop. Give them both a watch 

and a listen! 

 

Sweet Memories – Ocean 

I can sympathize with the authoress on this, and have good memories of being 

on the beaches in the next town over. Though in a world where we humans do 

nothing serious to avert climate change, rising sea levels are making coasts 

creep ever inland! 

 

Shivratri 

This festival suggests to me an old warning when wishing badly enough for 

something:you just might get what you ask for! 

 

Theme for Falgun: Friendship 

One: an image of two close friends, holding hands amidst the fires of hell. 

Two: Two close friends coversing, each basking in the other’s company. 

Three: ian image with verse of two women together, maybe on beach, maybe 

on rooftop, with the top of a palm frond in the background. 

Four: 7x2 diamond verse, on the value of stalwart friends who support us. 

Five: story of an injured sprite, found by a young girl, and recovered by its 

fellow faerie folk. 

Six: Here’s verse on non-judgmental friends, who stay together in rough 

times. 

Seven: This is a piece on the contrast between friends and lovers, and why 

friends are often better in the long term. 

 

Fir Milenge* 

This shows a girl standing at the shore of the ocean, watching the tide come in. 

I like the color palette used with this one! 
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Circle…. it never ends…* 

This one uses an image of four oval framed pics, each with a girl’s hand 

holding flower blossoms of various sorts! This one stands out nicely! 

 

That’s it for Chaitra, 1425! I’ll be back next month to review Agnijaat, and so, 

in Soruggon… 

…Talotaa frang. Talotaa kas. Talotaa tranga suulaat. 

And in Tamil……Vanakkam. 
  

 

WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 

Falgun AGNISHATDAL 
 

Agnishatdal Falgun 1425 Critique 

By Troy David Loy https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

https://shoptly.com/i/4jy 

 

Vanakkam. This Chaitra, I give you something on last month’s Agnishatdal, 

 

Let us begin…. Our virtual trip to India* 

This shows a girl in traditional garb in rural forest surroundings, maybe 

someone of an adivasi ethnicity? This pic has a nice balance of light and dark 

shades, particularly the light tones of dress contrasting with the dark shades 

of her skin. 

 

Malati Ghoshal: 

As a student at Bethune college, trained in classical and Tagore songs, and best 

in those, it’s no wonder she was mentioned by the mentioned in the poems of 

some of the leading poets of her day. I’m putting looking online for recordings 

of her songs on my list of things to do for the weekend! 

 

Pankaj Kr. Malik: 

What an amazing career this man had, as an actor, singer, and songwriter! 

That he took on the work of popularizing Tagore’s songs and teaching them to 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy
https://shoptly.com/i/4jy
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that same public audience is something worth remembering him for. I’ll have 

to take a look at some of his work, maybe finding it online. 

 

The cook is a spy 

Brieuc tells of some of his childhood spent briefly in Africa, and the danger of 

its political situation, especially to foreigners, and to those suspected of spying 

against the ruling government! In this chapter, both sides engage civilly when 

the family cook is accused of the very same. I wonder how this turns out? 

 

A tale of two Gurus: 

Raghu tells the story of a raja with misplaced manners, who is taught a lesson 

on his meeting of a local guru, in a clever use of reasoning to inspire humility. 

 

Just my imagination*: 

Dom offers a short verse of one stanza, six lines, on a fleeting shadow, when 

suddenly its true source is revealed! 

 

Haters 6: 

BP tells of the poet Nazrul, who “won” the ire of dyed in the wool religious 

conservatives on both Hindus and Muslims for his heterodox spiritual views. 

The fact that he attained the role of Bangladesh’s national poet is a strong 

admonition to carry on despite the naysayers. 

 

The unfaithful earl, Part 6: 

Doug relates not one but two conclusions for this ghostly tale: 

Conclusion one: a coroner’s examination revealed that the death of the girl 

was by natural causes…. Or was it?? 

 

Conclusion two: the local village vacates, the inhabitants and witnesses of the 

ghastly encounter die or move away to other locales, the pub closing its doors. 

But not so fast! A closer examination of the scene of the girl’s deaths reveals 

hoofprints made using horseshoes of a style not seen for a millennium. What’s 

up with that?? 
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Second not so fast! A metal collector finds an ancient spear and archaic armor 

at the sight with his detector. At this finding, he hears faint, high-pitched 

laughter, followed by a moaning sound as he leaves. A memorable ending! 

 

Life love Wisdom* 

Lisa’s photo meme features a bridgein dim lighting, with the text repeating the 

words, “life, love, wisdom, experience” in differing typeface sizes. This made 

an impression!  

 

Congrats to the authoress in this issue for her first sold digital painting! 

It’s always good when others like your work enough to buy it! 

 

Bro’s Birthday Cake* 

Here’s a neat little pic of the authoress with her bro, having cake and 

eating it too! Many thanks to the authoress for displaying the New Year’s 

Day card I sent out! 

 

Noreen had a nice New Year’s greeting as well! 

 

Mrinalini Sarabhai: 

Bharata-natyam is one of my favorite classical dance styles, and the fact that 

this lady could make it both popular and respectable is especially swoopy, 

“swoopy” because plain old “cool” is overused! Kudos to her! 

 

Palani S. Pillai 

As a drummer like his father that he learned to improve his performance style 

was probably key to his success doubtless contributed to the lifestyle he lived. 

With his prominence in the 1940s and 1950s, he was way before my time, but 

there should be something online I can listen to of his work! 

 

True Treasures, M.R. James: 

Now here’s a good writer, who used more traditional horror themes but in a 
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style that gave it different feel to his stories. He also avoids the often blatant 

racism and xenophobia underlying Howard Phillips Lovecraft’s Weird Tale 

fiction, which is a huge plus when reading him. I also recommend seeing 

videos of James’ stories on YouTube, as there are a lot of them, and they’re 

scary as all get out! 

 

Falgun Recipe: Shakbhaja: 

This looks tasty, and I do like spinach, or my favorite sweet kale, along with 

the other veggies listed here. I tend to prefer my leafy veggies crunchy! 

 

7 Bengali 

Here’s a verse on Devi Saraswati playing her veena to sooth Devi Durga 

 

7 Hindi 

This verse has a warning about those whose toxic words flow too freely. 

Beware them! 

 

Pieces o/Past: Surdas and Tulsidas: 

Here are two prominent followers of the Bakhti movement, and the writings 

they are principally known for. Fascinating. 

 

Story from Ved and Purana: Pippal Tirtha 

To lose one’s parents, be raised by trees, and then given the power to destroy 

gods? Wow! That those same gods begged for protection from him, and 

afterward making amends for what they did is a story worth of a blockbuster 

film! 

 

Well, that’s it for this Chaitra! I’ll be back next month to see you, but until then, 

in Soruggon… 

…Talotaa frang. Talotaa kas. Talotaa tranga suulaat. 

And in my currently amatuerish grasp of Tamil…. 

…Vanakkam. 
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WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
Chaitra AGNIAAT 

 

Agnijaat Chaitra 1425 (https://shoptly.com/i/4jx ) Critique: 

By Troy David Loy https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Namaskar. This month’s opening painting shows two lovers playing Holi, one 

of the festivals for Chaitra! This appears to be Radha and Krishna at play 

during a moment together, perhaps the very first Holi to be celebrated! 

 

Indie Author Speaks – Pocket Money or More 4 

The Authoress discusses the difficulties of affiliate accounts and posting links 

for online retail sites! Especially with really big online retailers, keeping up 

profit flow and remaining in the good graces of the business are a must, or 

else! 

 

There’s a cartoon afterward of a rather lusty toad king who is a little too 

fond of human girls in his harem! Perhaps his status as a toad is not literal, but 

a metaphor for a human with the manners and seeming of a toad, and morals 

matching that seeming. 

 

Hinduism and India – 3: 

The Authoress notes something about Hinduism, and it’s consolidation of 

power over Indian society that seems true of any powerful institution, like 

religion, when it joins forces with the state: any institution that has power is 

corruptible and can cause great harm as a result of that. But when religion and 

the state, each powerful institutions in their own rights, join as one over the 

whole of society, the potential and risk of corruption and resulting harm 

increases manyfold. It takes brave and intrepid people to combat this, and in a 

modern democratic republic, the mobilized political will of ordinary people to 

make change. 

https://shoptly.com/i/4jx
https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy
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Era of Classics: 

Here, the Authoress notes the decline of classic movies, and the sometimes 

successful, sometimes not, attempt to recapture their feel in modern films. 

 

Indian Raga Now | Runa Laila 

Here, we are introduced to a new singer, at least new to many of uis outside 

India, and after a quick web search I found a link to some of her music: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch? 

v=FYeIp_VjnoI This is a fun listen! There’s a strong echoic quality to the music, 

like a studio broadcast from an old-time late-night radio station, but that in no 

way detracts from the quality of her singing – it adds to it! The link may have 

expired, or not, but a quick search for her stuff online is relatively easy. 

 

Spotlight On – Ameen Sayani: 

The Authoress gifts us with a luminary of South Asian radio programming, 

from Radio Ceylon and All-India Radio. His programs archived online will 

make valuable listening! 

 

Sweet Memories – Books: 

Here we are treated to the love of books, not just e-books but those you 

actually hold in your hands and turn pages in. Books have a look, feel, and 

smell to them that sometimes e-books don’t! I agree. 

 

Ramnavami: 

Here, we are told about the festival of the Ramayana’s main hero, and the 

princely virtues he embodied. His devotion to duty would be the envy of 

many! 

 

Theme for Chaitra: End: 

Here, there are two images, a 17-word verse, a 7x2 diamond verse, a story 

about a widow and a ouija board, freeform verse, and a short essay, and it’s all 

about endings, of stories and of lives. This points out that to everything there 

is an end, as this Chaitra is the end of 1425! 
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So, that’ll be it for the conclusion of BS 1425. Next month, it’ll be time to tackle 

Agnijaat for the New Year, starting with the month of Boisakh 1426! 

I’ll see you then, and in Soruggon: Talotaa frang. Talotaa kas. Talotaa tranga 

suulaat! 
 

WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 

Chaitra AGNISHATDAL 

 

Agnishatdal Chaitra 1425 (https://shoptly.com/i/4jy ) Critique: 

By Troy David Loy https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Namaskar! This month, the last for BS 1425, the eZine starts with a digital 

painting by the Authoress of a young woman in traditional garb on a swing. I 

like the color palette chosen for this, heavy with cultural symbolism, as well as 

the definition of shapes, but the thing that stands out to me is the way the 

nose can be “seen,” instantly “filled in” by the viewer’s brain, simply implied 

by the way the rest of the face is shown. That’s a skillful use of technique in a 

digital painting. 

 

Rajeshwari Datta & Rama Majumdar: The entries for these two performers 

of Tagore’s music here give valuable snippets of personal history, plus good 

music lists of the songs they performed. While this is good, and worth a close 

look each time, I also like the earlier entries on other famous figures of history 

who made their marks on India and/or Bengal in other ways. 

 

The next image shows a sitting young woman in pearls before a row of hedges 

or brush. The choice of skin tones, dress, and lip coloring go well together, as 

does the assortment of pearls around crown, neck, and arms. 

 

The cook is a spy 2: 

In the conclusion of Brian’s tale from his childhood, there’s both a good side 

https://shoptly.com/i/4jy
https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy
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and a bad one to this episode in his life. The good news is the relative well-

being, though with some rough treatment, and safety, of the cook, Soriba. The 

bad is the fates of many of the family friends still living in Guinea two years 

after Brian’s family moved to Holland, a fortunate move for the family, 

I think! 

 

The Raja and the Swamiji: 

A raja sees bad omens almost everywhere, and seeks the help of a swami to 

solve the mystery. After a brief misadventure with quickly dispatched bandits 

and a stone afterward, he gets an audience with the swami, one that leads him 

to suspect possible plotting against him by his own staff! This one ends well 

for the raja. Excellent, Raghu! 

 

Home in the Heart: 

Dom’s verse tells of an inner quest, a hunt both for and within the human soul, 

deep within a metaphorical heart, where he finds…What? Just read this one, 

much better than the doggerel I’ve written! 

 

Haters 7 | Bitter Pill Dose 17: 

BP ends this installment with advice on dealing with those who spread 

garbage by throwing it at others, the only thing they have to offer the world. 

 

In this issue of the eZine is a mention of a new book by Freya Pickard: 

Kaerling 1 Silver Fire, the start of the adventures of the twins Otta and Erl, 

and a quest along the mysterious Unicorn’s Trail instigated by a wandering 

God. This one sounds good, like much of her other work! There are other 

books of hers mentioned as well, including “The Essence of Thyme” and 

“The Rusalka Ritual & Other Stories!” 

 

Who am I? 

Zelda relates something about herself, the uncertainty and drift that happens 

when searching for who we are, who we “really” are, on a path that leads to 

more questions than definitive answers! I hope to read more by her in future 
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issues! 

 

Weep not: 

Lisa this time has a quote picture of trees and the shadows they cast, and 

enjoins us not to weep for the contrast of the shadows. 

 

This issue also has an invitation to a collaborative effort by Joshua Grant on 

his site, of indie authors seeking more sales of their works! 

 

This issue further announces the soon-to-be-released Agnijaat and 

Agnishatdal Book(s) 9, the latter sharing works by Brian, the former due on 

the 7th of May! I’m looking forward to both! 

 

Dirkbell, by Robert Sheriff: 

A children’s book about a squirrel, this looks to be promising, as the hero 

seeks to resolve the matter of an unruly puppy and the cat he frightened away. 

Will be succeed? 

 

YouTubia: Llama Arts: 

The authoress discusses a cool YouTube channel for scary stories told with 

animation, so I did some poking about for the link, which is here: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCw- 

WWK1U5Nlds-ydZNCrkcg Zombie Alpacalypse or Llamageddon? Why not 

both! Do check this channel out, and pay no heed to my bad puns! 

 

The authoress afterwards shares an article about the Indian Classical dance 

prodigy Mallika Sarabhai, and some commentary on actors Kevin Spacey 

and Morgan Freeman. While I don’t recall seeing much of Spacey’s work, I do 

remember Freeman as Alfred from Christian Bale’s Dark Knight movie with 

Heath Ledger as the Joker. Good stuff! There’s also a brief article on 

Palghat R. Raghu, a professional Carnatic musician and percussionist. I’ll be 

looking up some of his stuff! 
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The Authoress gives her thoughts, and some information of Boul singer Amar 

Pal, and some commentary on the failure of Indian media market forces in 

selective promotion of artists! 

 

This month’s recipe involves sautéed red chilli and boiled spinach, eggplant, 

and potatoes. This one might prove hazardous to cook in a contained space, 

with the chillis, but sounds really good for those with good kitchen ventilation 

and a love of spicy food! 

 

This month’s Bengali and Hindi verses are each in their own categories, the 

first a divine tribute and both of them good! 

 

So this is the month of Holi, the festival of Colors! I retroactively wish those 

who celebrated it the happiest of times this year! 

 

The Authoress treats us to Pieces of Past, this time on the Bhakti saint 

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, whom is seems had quite an effect in his time as a 

popular figure! 

 

In this month’s Story from Ved and Purana, it’s the tale of a snake prince 

who becomes a human on the giving of a boon by Shiva. The fact that he was 

first cursed by Shiva in a previous birth is interesting, as it shows the need to 

keep a stiff upper lip when a God tells a joke, unless of course, the God wishes 

you to laugh as the punchline is directed at you! 
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WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
AGNIAAT Boisakh 1426 

 
 

It’s the Bengali New Year, BS 1426 in the month of Boisakh, so here’s the last 

of the eZine critiques until Jyeshtha’s! Things are going well, but busy, though 

I hope to note the high points of this month’s offering by the Authoress 

herself! 

 

For this month’s opening image, we’re treated to a piece showing a small 

boat with what appears to be a sealed clay jar, with a delightful mix of bright 

shades! 

 

Working Mothers: 

The authoress notes here the problems of raising children of women in 

careers in India, and gives three solutions, three horns rather than merely 

two, to the dilemma! 

 

India THEN – History of Goa 2: 

Here we are told of the first medical college in Asia, the Escola Medica Sirugica 

de Goa, now relocated and used as a set for fabulous Indian movies! I suspect I 

may have seen its interior in early forays into Bollywood films online when I 

had my now defunct Tumblr account. 

 

My Pen – Arrogance is Suicidal: 

Here, we find that the arrogant are to be pitied, not hated, as broken human 

beings unaware of their brokenness. The worst part of arrogance, and its evil 

twin presumption, is not knowing one is burdened with them, as opposed to 

glorious purpose… No, wait, that would be Tom Hiddleson’s Loki from the 

MCU franchise.  

 

Nature @Kolkata in Boisakh! 

Hot weather, punctuated with rare rainy cool-offs, and politics! It’s election 
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season, and the clowns are out in force, or maybe more like WWE wrestlers! 

The authoress notes of her future plans, too, in trying her hand at Teespring, 

and having already deleted her paperback books and websites. 

 

Then, we find out about the day of Ganga Saptami, dedicated to the Goddess 

of the Ganges river and her rebirth. 

 

This month’s theme is “Ocean” 

One: a cinqku and painting of a woman in bikini on a beach, sunning herself 

Two: a haiku and painting, of a ship at sea on calm green waves. 

Three: a cinquain and painting of a small sailboat lost at sea. 

Four: a quintilla and painting, showing a boat on a stormy night sea, still 

there, still afloat. 

Five: a quintain and painting of a nighttime shore along the coast. 

Six: a diamond poem and painting, on the ocean which has seen so much life 

come and gone forever during tens of crores of years. 

Seven: a seventeen word verse and painting, of a boat at sea, mermaid luring 

its sailor into the ocean depths. 

Very good! 

 

Fir Milenge* 

A painting of a young woman waving goodbye to parting company from her 

balcony. I like the way is is arranged, with a good, simple color palette 

 

Serpentines* 

Here, we see some cool little cartoons of the evil serpentines, and the harm 

they did to their world – an allegory of humans? Not a farfetched comparison, 

given how we treat our own world and only home, and each other! There is no 

planet B for us! 

 

Boisakh AGNISHATDAL 
 

Namaskar. It’s Bengali New Year, for the month of Boisakh, BS 1426! This 

issue has such things to show us, and I hope to do them at least some justice in 



36  Agnijaat and Agnishatdal Yearbook 2019 

 

this critique! 

 

This month’s first image shows a young woman wearing a dupatta. I like the 

color palette for this one, with the shawl of deep Indian Red and blouse of 

crimson, unless my knowledge of colors is based on mistaken assumptions, a 

possibility! 

 

Berlin 2 An unexpected Trip: 

Brian treats us to a story which cries out for further details, of a part of family 

history from his mother’s time in the military, a photo showing her in an 

Airforce Auxiliary uniform. This was brief, but enjoyable! 

 

Fruitful Quest: 

Raghu here gives a story of a raja’s whim, to taste a fruit he’s never tasted 

before. Giving the duty to fulfill this whim to his minister, at great cost of 

failure, he finally gets to sate this desire, by a clever offer from his minister’s 

daughter, a wise young woman indeed! Short, to the point, and delightful! 

 

 

Then, Dom offers some freeform verse on the Law of Attraction, 

something often discussed in the New Age literature and not without its 

critics, but never mind that, as the verse is quite good, and better than my 

unpracticed hand! 

 

Religion 1: Dose 18 

BP opens up on the “R” word! Pull up a chair and pour a drink, as things will 

get interesting from here on, from the Bitter Pill’s own perspective. 

 

Then, Juliette gives her story, accompanied by a photo that could well come 

from a collection of ghost-photo candidate images, with the double-exposure-

like overlay of the man’s face seemingly close to the camera. This is better 

technique than I’ve attained so far! 
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Here, Pat Ritter gives us a glimpse of his book, Click Go The Shears, in 

which a young man switches identity, and places, with another man, for what 

may not necessarily be the most noble of motives! 

 

Lisa then shows a picture-quote that I liked, as it reminds me of the shores 

of the bay near where I live. The colors and choice of typeface for the font are 

huge pluses for this one! 

 

In Treats off the Month, there’s a couple of calls out for reviews of books, 

one, “Memoirs of a Pakhtun Immigrant,” by Teresa Schapansky at 

teresaschapansky@gmail.com, and “Beyond God’s Reach,” by Siddharth 

Shukla at https://fromsidart.com. Give them a click, and if you will, 

a look at their work! 

 

Thanks to the Authoress here, too, for the shoutout for my newsletter, though 

I’ll add that I’ve updated my plans on the book based on my serial The Last 

Dance; I’ve decided to finish 2019 researching things South Indian, Tamil 

stuffs in particular, and add my fictional Kai’Siri warrior culture(s), with the 

story surrounding the collision of worlds resulting when women of those two 

cultures meet. But I’ve also decided to spend the next three years writing the 

book, so expect it in 2022. I’ve set things up so the original serial The Last 

Dance will provide no spoilers for the final work! 

 

Then, we are treated to various performers/performing artists, including 

Indian classical dance revivalist Rukmini Arundale, actor Kieffer 

Sutherland, and mrindangam player Palghat T.S. Mani Iyer! 

 

For this month’s recipe, it’s a cabbage dish, which I’ll have to suggest to a 

friend of mine who cooks far better than I do. While this sounds delicious, my 

experience with cooking is limited to dishes involving garlic and fried rice. 

This calls for an expert! 

 

Minutes Together’s image this month shows Lord Krishna and his paramour 
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Radha in a tender, well, moment together. 

 

Then two pieces of history, one in Pieces of Past: about the Bhakti movement 

in Maharashtra, and some of its leading figures and a bit of mythic history in 

this month’s Story of Ved and Purana: Putra Tirtha, in which we are 

informed that even Gods can be on the receiving end of a curse, especially 

when they act in a manner unworthy of a God! If only the Gods of non-Indian 

religions could be held so accountable for ungodly acts! 

 

So, I’ll continue this series with the critique for Jyeshtha 1426’s issue, next 

month, so stay cool, or warm depending on your hemisphere and local 

climate, and in Soruggon, as those wacky Kai’Siri would say… 

Talotaa frang. Talotaa kas. Talotaa tranga suulaat! 

 

Be safe. Be well. Be brilliant as the stars! 
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WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
Jyeshtha AGNISHATDAL 

 

Agnishatdal Jyeshtha 1426 (https://shoptly.com/i/gyi   ) Critique: 

By your good old editor, my much cherished critique Troy is really busy 

these days, so I am picking up the pen and editing the works of my much 

cherished authors. So the critiques will be short and sweet! 

 

Berlin 2: Part 2  by Brieuc Martin Onraet: The next piece of the story makes 

one smile with a hint of tear in heart if not eyes. His hunt for answers takes 

him to his mom fighting cancer’s final days. She shares with him the 

background story of photo, exposing a lady of uncommon grit and a dash of 

mischief! 

 

Faith the secret sauce by Raghunandan Kuppuswamy: This is another 

beautiful story, loved it, sometimes cheaters do lose! It is good to read these 

stories in modern world which is really hell-bent to prove that cheaters 

prosper and honest beg! 

 

The Meera by Troy David Loy: Being a woman who really wishes to be left 

alone, a desire that is growing stronger with each day I pass in Kolkata the city 

with worst possible neighbours one can dream of I liked the way the 

protagonist tackled the pervert! Troy is a great short story writer, even 

though this one is a part of a longer novel but is pretty good as an independent 

story. 

  

Two you are one by Dom Collucci: Another Zen poem from Dom, this one is 

pure Zen and took me several readings to grasp it, even then I am not sure 

that I got it, but it is beautiful anyways. Try to find your own explanation of 

the poem and if you want to know the real meaning drop a comment for Dom. 

He will most probably explain it! 

 

  

https://shoptly.com/i/gyi
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Bitter Pill dose 19 by Bitter Pill: Religion 2: BP in this post says there is a 

difference between orthodox and fanatic, or semi-orthodox people who love 

their traditions with all their heart and fanatics. I agree again. 

 

Carolyn’s Tipz by Carolyn Page: Carolyn has given some priceless insight on 

worrying and how to stop it. Being a worrier I know it is worthless, it only 

heckles you does nothing good or productive! Her suggestions are great, 

straight from a very wise heart! 

 

This is me by Freya Pickard: This month Freya talks about her personal 

world, her long fight with cancer and the tolls it took on her health and life. 

 

Click go the shears 2 by Pat Ritters: Well I am learning a lot about shearers 

and their strike, this is a brand new knowledge for me and Pat’s great story-

telling is an extra bonus. It is too early to say who the protagonist is! The man 

who was fighting for the shearers! His best friend who did a huge sacrifice to 

save him, or his girlfriend who was furious at him for allowing that to happen! 

 

Dirkball 2 by Robert Sherriff: Robert is sharing beautiful artworks from his 

storybook “dirkball”, it is for little kids. I love the beautiful sketches a lot! I am 

sure the book will be worth keeping for adults and kids both! This month’s 

sketch is a bunch of cute mice! 

 

Cynicism just another bias 1 by Citizen Null: I quite agree with the views of 

Citizen Null, like it or not I believe almost all of are biased, to one thing or 

another so it is really quite brave to openly say I am unbiased! I won’t dare 

saying that! 
 

I believe that will be it for my critique as an editor for the month of 
Jyeshtha 1426, you will have to read the rest in Ezine. Of course 
there is truckloads of more works there! 
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Agnishatdal Jyesththa 1426 Critique 
By Troy David Loy 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Vanakkam! Here’s the critique for the eZine circa Jyeshtha, 1426, with the 

things that really stood out for the month’s issue. I’ll start first with… 

 

…Subinoy Roy: 

Who, as both a teacher and performer of Rabindra sangeet, developed a 

number of interesting capacities, including those of a librarian. In today’s 

world were he shifted forward in time, he’d be able to find just about any 

piece of information on the Internet and and any other documentation one 

could hope to find. While I’ll never quite achieve what he did in music, or 

teaching, library science is a skill worth having, and his list of recorded songs 

is nothing to sneeze at either! 

 

Suchitra Mitra: 

This one was also quite accomplished. Regardless of her politics, her musical 

achievements were astounding! 

 

Berlin 2: An Unexpected Trip: 

Brian tells of his mother during her last days, and a story she relates of better 

days during her time in the military. What an admirable view of life she must 

have had! 

 

Fruitful Quest: 

Via Raghu: Two neighbors have a dispute of spiritual import, due to 

incompatible philosophies, and petition the king to arbitrate, but the king has 

an idea for a solution, from the Goddess Kali herself! What is the outcome of 

the king’s plan? It’ll be interesting to see what follows next month! 

 “Two” you are “One”* 

Dom gives a verse on that thing inside us, the will that simply knows that we 

do not see directly. Poignant. 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy
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Religion 2: Bitter Pill Dose 19: 

BP discusses the role of fanaticism in religion, and why the most fanatical are 

the same who bring shame to their own religion, a religion they themselves at 

best poorly understand! 

 

Click go the shear: 

Pat continues the first chapter of his story, in which a tearful Hannah finds the 

real reason Joe sacrificed his freedom for…Joe! This one’s well written! 

 

Cynicism: Just Another Bias, Pt. 1: 

Null offers the first half of an argument, in the sense of statements given to 

support a given conclusion, for his position that cynicism is not a virtue, but a 

vice for the bitter, contemptuous, and fatalistic at heart. 

 

Pat Ritter Interview: 

An interview done over Smashwords, on Pat’s take on the publishing industry 

and his secrets for writing, designing, and publishing, or self-publishing, his 

works. Interesting. 

 

Siddharth Shukla talks with us: 

The Authoress interviews Siddharth, who in this short but informative piece 

generously gives us a fair view of himself as a writer, and the things he writes 

about! 

 

Ghosts Be Gone: 

Jhaydun Dinan gives us a brief look at himself as a writer, and tells us his 

kickstarter campaign for his upcoming paranormal novel! This sounds 

exciting! 

 

YouTubia: Not Funny at All! 

The Authoress offers a critique of YouTube’s wasteful way of downloading 

videos, taking up valuable but limited data for no real gain for itself! Annoying, 

and inefficient! 
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Sonal Mansingh: 

I’ll have to check out the performance artist! I’m less familiar with Odissi than 

I am Bharatanatyam, but this sounds like someone worth seeing online 

regardless of her specialty of dance styles! 

 

Famke Jensen: 

Here’s a good actress, and I can say that having seen at least two of her roles, 

as the Russian agent in Golden Eye and in the first X-Men movies as Jean 

Grey/Phoenix! 

 

Creator’s Quill* 

This is a digital painting of a painting in progress, including brush! This one’s 

got a nice selection and balance of colors! 

 

Pieces of Past: Bhakti movement impact: 

Here’s some things I did not know of Bhakti spirituality as a social movement, 

nor of the successes and failures of the same! I’m given yet more pieces of the 

historical puzzle it pertains to, in a clear and fascinating look at the languages 

I’m studying, particularly Tamil and my research on South Indian culture at 

the moment! 

 

Words: Yoga for Eyes: 

This is a new column for the eZine! Here are useful exercises to help avert 

eyestrain from screen watching of personal electronics, worth trying out at 

least! 

 

Let’s be together in one Earth, For all living beings* 

This is a lovely digital painting of a young woman feeding or perhaps 

watering, two peacocks and a rabbit near a patch of flowers. The color-palette 

alone is worth a look at this! 

That’s it for this month, my peeps! I’ll be back in Ashar to put in my two pence 

for that month’s issue, and may the next month see you in good health and  
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WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
Jyeshtha Agnijaat 

 

Agnijaat Jyeshtha 1426 Critique: 

By Troy David Loy @ https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Vanakkam! Naandaan Troy. This Jyeshtha, I’ve got things to say on the 

month’s eZine. The authoress has been keeping herself busy with this, always 

a good thing when it’s done at no danger to one’s health! But I digress! Read 

on… 

 

Shubho Buddhapurnima!: 

Here is a digital painting of the Buddha seated within the blossom of a lotus. I 

like that the shapes are so well arranged, the lines well defined, and the color 

palette is pretty good too! 

 

Indie Author Speaks – Few Tips 

Here, the Authoress gives some ideas from a book on marketing she’s reading, 

and of particular note to me is the 1st: Document your milestones! These are 

all of value no matter one’s level of expertise! 

 

From the Quill of Femme Sole: Be Afraid! 

Here’s something to fear, or at least to be wary of: predators, like snakes in 

human form who prey on the unsuspecting. This especially applies to one’s 

own kin, when there’s a history of malfeasance in their actions and behavior! 

 

Soft Targets: 

Hmm. Nationalistic movements in the politics of India…especially against 

immigrants and the descendants of immigrants. Without comparing our 

countries overmuch, some of that is going on here in the US as well, with our 

resident orange buffoon trying to deport as many immigrants and their 

families as he can regardless of the law. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy
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Happiness Skills….How many is too many? 

Betrayal can be a hard thing to experience, and not all of us know when to let 

go, without revenge and without forgiving either. 

 

My Pen: Vanity is Worse: 

Here is the sin of pride writ large, when one’s pride is without basis and 

without any justification at all! “Vanity, vanity, all is vanity.” 

 

Nature @Kolkata in Jyeshtha* 

Here is a digital painting of a cityscape withering under a blistering sun, with 

good definition of shapes, a sparing color palette, and a strong effect on the 

eye in its starkness! 

 

Ten lessons: 

This is a new column: Here are a few tips on things to definitely avoid from 

horror movies! This may be seen as a sort of survival guide to avoiding a 

gruesome end in a world of spirits, monsters, and murderous psychopaths! 

 

INDIAN RAGA NOW: Manna Dey: 

I’m listening to a collection of Hindi songs this artist has performed, and here’s 

the link I found: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iH4ZmnIDg4w Beautiful stuff! Give it a 

listen if the link still works! 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON – Stevie Wonder 

I’ve always liked the few hits this artist has performed, but so too do I think 

his talent ill-used on songs beneath his ability. I do remember his appearance 

once or twice on the children’s program Sesame Street fondly, despite the few 

hits to his name! 
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Sweet Memories – Durgapuja: 

The Authoress gives her way of bonding with the Goddess even without 

attending the festival since leaving Kamalpur. I can see how the feeling of the 

festivity is so important to a spiritual life, even without the festival itself! 

 

Ganga Dussehera: 

This is of interest! I’ve read of the festival in a few places elsewhere, but this is 

the most detailed description I’ve come across in so few words. The 

distinction of this from other festivals is important, and worth keeping in 

mind! 

 

Theme for Jyeshtha: 

This month, the theme is River, with a selection of poetry in various forms, 

such as a Cinqku, a Haiku, a Cinquain, a Quintilla, a Quintain, some Diamond 

verse, and a piece done in Seventeen form! 

 

Fir Milenge (Till we meet again) 

Here is a lovely bit of digital art of a wagon drawn by oxen, with a blend of 

earthen and green shades, and a blue sky in the background! 

 

Spy stories 

Here are some cartoons depicting government spying on its own citizenry, 

and in brazenly obvious ways! Beware those claiming to offer security at the 

cost of freedoms and privacy! 

 

Circle… It never ends: 

Here is a digital painting of a bungalow amidst greenery and a blue sky. This 

looks like the morning hours when the sun has yet to fully peak overhead. 

This one is simple in design, and well balanced! 

 

That’s it for Jyeshtha’s Agnijaat! I’ll see you again in Ashar, and in parting till 

then…Tf.Tk.Tts. 
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WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
Ashar AGNISHATDAL 

 

Agnishatdal Ashar 1426 (https://shoptly.com/i/hok  ) Critique: 

By your good old editor, my much cherished critique Troy is really busy 

these days, so I am picking up the pen and editing the works of my much 

cherished authors. So the critiques will be short and sweet! 

 

Parasites Inc.  by S4: New author aboard and S4 will apparently talk about 

the thing I hate most- Indian politicians! This one is the introductory post, or 

so it seems, and I do agree with the author, the way politicians invade our 

personal lives is outrageous and disgusting. 

 

Berlin 2: Part 3  by Brieuc Martin Onraet: This month’s piece gives a minute 

detail of the time around Hitler’s suicide and fall of Germany. A humble 

reminder to warmongers who love to egg countries to fight, like my own 

country’s media was trying a few months back! 

 

Faith the secret sauce 2 by Raghunandan Kuppuswamy: This is another 

beautiful story, loved it, sometimes cheaters do lose! It is good to read these 

stories in modern world which is really hell-bent to prove that cheaters 

prosper and honest beg! This month the story was completed with a great 

outcome. 

 

The gardens of Sarusammog by Troy David Loy: A thief in the garden of 

Sarusammog, the great six armed God who creates and destroys galaxies. Saru 

hates thieves, let us see what happens to the thief next month! 

  

You are meant to be within by Dom Collucci: Another Zen poem from Dom, 

very wise one! I do agree with Dom that to change our circumstances 

complaining or crying does not works, we have to change our mindset first. 

  

https://shoptly.com/i/hok
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Bitter Pill dose 20 by Bitter Pill: Religion 3: I again fully agree that fanatics 

have nothing to do with religion most of the times, they are simply 

opportunists! 

 

Budapest Missives by Juliette Roques: This month Juliette has shared a 

cityscape that looks like a gorgeous oil painting! 

 

The river of dreams by Lisa Ojanpera: Next there is a gorgeous artwork by 

Lisa Ojanpera titled river of dreams. It certainly looks like one. 

 

Vintrig’s throne by Freya Pickard: This month Freya talks about the love 

story of a princess and a travelling musician, introduction to her book 

Vintrig’s throne, sounds very romantic! 

 

Click go the shears 3 by Pat Ritters: The story takes another surprise turn, I 

wonder where it is heading. Quite curious to know what is going to happen in 

next piece! Learned a quite bit about rural Australia again, the names, the 

people- they are so unfamiliar! It is fun to read about them! 

 

Dirkball 3 by Robert Sherriff: Robert is sharing beautiful artworks from his 

storybook “dirkball”, it is for little kids. I love the beautiful sketches a lot! I am 

sure the book will be worth keeping for adults and kids both! This month’s 

sketch is cute squirrel! 

 

Cynicism just another bias 1 by Citizen Null: I agree with CN that good 

thinking works like magic of present human society! There is so much 

darkness all around us if we lose hope on humanity we will most probably 

squander away the only life we have. So be cautious and wary but don’t give in 

to despair! 
 

I believe that will be it for my critique as an editor for the month of 
AShar 1426, you will have to read the rest in Ezine. Of course there 
is truckloads of more works there! 
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Agnishatdal Ashar 1426 Critique: 
By Troy David Loy @ https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Vanakkam. Naandaan Troy! The old volcano lair is being set up for relocation 

to another state further south than Virginia, but while that bit of insanity is 

going on, here’s an eZine critique for Ashar, 1426. I hope you are well this 

month, so read on as I give the high points of this month’s issue! 

 

Let us begin… Virtual trip to India: 

I like this painting, of a woman in dupatta, seen as though encircled. Lovely 

balance of colors, not too sparse, and not too busy looking. 

 

Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan: 

Here was an outstanding man, who achieved much though suffering for it too. 

My brother was born on the same year his memoirs were published! 

 

Parasites Inc.: 

Here is a new column by the mysterious S4. (Welcome!) In this, S4 criticizes 

the vileness of Indian politicians, and the craven clown-horn pandering they 

engage in. Hear, hear! 

 

An Unexpected Trip: 

Brieuc relates more of his mother’s tale, of her time toward and during the 

end of the war in Europe. This continues, of course, and I await what comes 

next! 

 

Faith accompli 2: 

Raghu completes the story, as the outcome of the dispute between neighbors 

is decided by divine intervention, favoring the faithful over that not so much!’ 

 

You are meant to be within*: 

The universe gives what you put into it, in this verse by Dom. Always the 

better idea to have a flexible mindset than not! 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy
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Religion 3: Bitter Pill Dose 20: 

BP notes the prevalence of religious extremists in India, and the irony of those 

who lack any sense or appreciation of irony! 

 

River of Dreams: 

Lisa gives a beautiful painting of floral shapes and deep blue leaves with 

slashes of pale crimson. This has a surreal feel to it, but that’s a good thing! 

 

Click go the shear: 

Pat’s story continues as the man jailed for the crimes of another tells his 

reasons for the sacrifice, and tells Hannah to move on, and take his horse and 

saddle in the process! 

 

Cynicism: Just Another Bias: 

Null finishes last month’s piece, on the ways in which contemptuous cynicism 

is so useless to their worldview, and in any event bad practice for a healthy 

mind! 

 

Happy birthday this month for Raghu, eZines Agnijaat and Agnishatdal, 

and Miss Sharmishtha Basu herself in less than a week’s time! 

 

Chow Yun Fat: 

I’ve seen Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon, and a wonderfully done film it is, 

seen from a disc lent to us by my brother. Just a point of film trivia here, but 

one of the actresses, Michelle Yeoh, plays the Mirror-Universe Emperor in the 

recent Star Trek series, Star Trek: Discovery! 

 

True Treasures: Kalamandalam Geethanadam 

Agreed. Some pass from the world far too soon, and this is just such a case for 

the gifts this performer bestowed us through his art. 

 

Bengali: 7: from the collection Trishakti, this is a bit of verse dedicated to the 

Goddess Kali. I enjoyed this one a lot! 
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Hindi: 7: a verse on lost love, and its effect like fire from a kiln on clay on 

character development and resilience. 

 

Story From Ved and Purana: Indra Tirtha: 

A bit of wisdom, when Indra is defeated by a giant, and then gets his revenge, 

that it’s a good idea not to leave an enemy alive if it’s avoidable! 

 

Words: Bay leaf slaughters mosquitoes: 

Hmm. This is something worth trying out, as we prepare to move further 

down South after leaving our current residence. Our new home will carry 

plenty of mosquitoes, and alligators too! 

 

So, that’s it for the month! Be safe, be well, be brilliant as the stars, or in 

abbreviated 

Soruggon… 

…Tf. Tk. Tts! 

Agnijaat Ashar 1426 Critique: 
By Troy David Loy @ https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Vanakkam! Naandaan Troy. Here is the critique for Agnijaat Ashar, 1426. I 

hope this month finds you in livable temperatures and good spirits. As we 

wait here at the old volcano lair for a deal on it to relocate to just off the Gulf 

Coast, I’m working on a few projects which I hope to complete by year’s end, 

especially research on South Indian culture for a novella I’m working on, 

which will take three years to complete! So read on! 

 

Shubho Gurupurnima* 

Here’s a cool image, showing Lord Shiva as the first guru, instructing pupils at 

the first ashram This one makes good use of shadowing to show the students, 

with what appear to be Himalayas and their snowy peaks in the background. 

 

Indie Author Speaks: Few Tips – 2: 

The authoress notes four stages of her life as a writer and author, the 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy
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challenges those four stages present for creativity, and her recognition by an 

ever-wider circle of readers and fellow writers! 

 

From the Quill of Femme Sole: Single life: 

The authoress notes the benefits of remaining single in a world of destructive 

shady types. Agreed. For my own part, there is value in remaining unattached 

when there are other things to concern oneself with. 

 

Foods served in train: 

Here is noted the poor quality of railway food; poor enough to barely qualify 

as food, a most unpleasant eating experience. Yech! 

 

Happiness Skills….36: Test Them: 

It’s always good to test claims to see how well they’re supported by reality, 

and this is one such way, to test the professed love of Machiavellian types who 

profess overmuch! 

 

India THEN: History of Goa 4: Printing Press: 

Here is a mixed bag when it came to Portuguese rule, the upsides and 

downsides of the first printing press in Goa.The Goa Civil Code, meticulous 

record keeping, and architectural structures lasting to this day. Fascinating! 

 

My Pen: Mother Earth’s Verdict: 

Might there be a link between corrupt politicians and blistering hot weather in 

India? Not so far-fetched, when those politicians favor polluting industries 

that contribute to climate change and its resultant global warming. No matter 

one’s country of residence, we all share the same atmosphere! Greed and 

shortsightedness are doing the very next best thing to angering the planet; oh, 

it will survive, but will we, and the other life that sustains us? 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON: The Police 

Here is a good group with memorable songs, and an interesting and 

tumultuous time together as a band. I do remember from my late teens seeing 
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the first Dune movie, where lead singer Sting played the role of villain Feyd-

Rautha Harkonnen. That was the one high point of the film. 

 

Sweet Memories – Garden: 

Gardens are wonderful when they can be had, and here the authoress tells of 

the beauty in blossoms of any sort, however plain or simple! 

 

Gupt Navratri: 

Cool! Here is discussed some celebrations I’ve never heard of before now. It’s 

good to know of these, and the fascinating connections we can draw of the 

conjunction of our birthdays and special occasions! 

 

Theme for Ashar: 

This time, it’s Mountains, with the verse used being cinqku, haiku, cinquain, 

quintilla, quintain followed by diamond and seventeen poems, on the size, icy 

peaks, nearby lakes, resident life, and the passage of dawn where these great 

landforms rest! Each verse is accompanied by a cool digital painting. 

Fir Milenge (Till we meet again)* 

A boat on a river, with a luminary that could be the sun in the day, or the 

moon at night. My brain keeps trying to convince me it’s the moon, which 

could be the result of the colors chosen for the river itself, and the blue of the 

sky. Nice though! 

 

Golden Boy: 

Here’s a set of cartoons featuring the entries in the diary of a repeatedly 

heartbroken young man and terrible loss in his futile search for true love. 

 

Circle…. It never ends… 

A digital painting of a bungalow amid greenery and what could be a mountain 

in the distance or a hill closer up. Still, a simple but lovely image. 

 

So, take care as the year goes on, and be safe, be well, be brilliant as the stars; 

in abbreviated 
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WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
Shraban AGNISHATDAL 

 

Agnishatdal Shraban 1426 (https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu  ) 

Critique: By your good old editor, my much cherished critique Troy is 

really busy these days, so I am picking up the pen and editing the works 

of my much cherished authors. So the critiques will be short and sweet! 

 

Starving Kids  by S4: A really dark incident that is not the first one of its kind 

and won’t be the last one I am afraid. But I will be really happy to know that 

this thing is stopped for good nationally or globally. 

 

Berlin 2: Part 3  by Brieuc Martin Onraet: Now the story has taken a really 

interesting turn. A handsome captain, brand new uniform and a trip on plane, 

to where? Will be waiting for Bhadra piece. 

 

Tenali Raman goes sleuthing by Raghunandan Kuppuswamy: Two 

women show up in the court of Krishnachandra Roy, each claiming to be the 

owner of a house, the fate of the house now depends on Tenali Raman, let us 

see what the extremely intelligent man does in next month’s piece! 

 

The gardens of Sarusammog 2 by Troy David Loy: No not a thief, just a lost 

traveler, Sarusammog meets Meera! But for very briefly, she disappears in a 

flash leaving a gift for Saru, a female form of Sarusammog. 

  

Born again Soul by Dom Collucci: Another Zen poem from Dom, this 

month’s poem talks about our rebirth, when we rise above the identity that 

our parents and surroundings have given us and realize who we truly are! 

 

Bitter Pill dose 21 by Bitter Pill: Religion 4: Modern media are truly as 

helpful to hate mongers as are modern weapon-makers! Another piece of 

https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu
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quite true words about fanatics and their spiteful mind. 

 

Budapest Missives 7 by Juliette Roques: This month Juliette has shared a 

beautiful cityscape again, very beautiful one! 

 

Xmas in Camelot by Freya Pickard: This month Freya talks about Xmas in 

Camelot, a collection of ten stories of quite versatile taste. 

 

Click go the shears 4 by Pat Ritters: Looks like to get something you almost 

always have to lose something. Joe Gibson sacrificed his freedom for his friend 

but his friend lost his love and is now out to start life afresh as Joe heads for 

prison. Great story for sure! 

 

Dirkball 4 by Robert Sherriff: Robert is sharing beautiful artworks from his 

storybook “dirkball”, it is for little kids. I love the beautiful sketches a lot! I am 

sure the book will be worth keeping for adults and kids both! This month’s 

sketch is a colourful mice party? 
 

 

I believe that will be it for my critique as an editor for the month of 
Shraban 1426, you will have to read the rest in Ezine. Of course 
there is truckloads of more works there! Well I sure hope Troy will 
be back real soon, he will be reviewing the previous month’s works 
and I being the editor and having the advantage will share the 
current month’s critique with you. Hope you enjoyed these short 
critiques! 

Agnishatdal shraban1426 Critique: 

By Troy 

( https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy ) 
 

Vanakkam. Naandaan Troy. I’m finally rejoining this series of eZine critiques. 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy
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So here, join me as we look into what Shraban 1426 has for us! 

 

Let us begin… virtual trip to India* 

This painting looks to be of a pretty young woman wearing traditional garb 

and a stylish bindi, with a very pleasing selection and arrangement of colors. 

 

Abanindranath Tagore: 

Such a skilled artist! He appears to have had a considerable influence on the 

repute of the Indian art scene, and with no small amount of talent, brought his 

own style to the Modern tradition, and indeed defining it for the age of he and 

his peers. Excellent! 

 

Starving Kids: 

S4 tells is of the terrible and avoidable tragedy of little ones being poisoned by 

what would otherwise be a delicious treat, turned poisonous through 

malnutrition by governmental neglect of Biharis. 

 

Berlin 2 Part. 2.4: 

Bieuc tells of his mother’s stories from the closing of WWII, and her English 

skills, in 1945. Once she was ordered on a plane to Villacoublay for a hush-

hush mission, what awaits her there? What shall transpire? 

 

Tenali Raman turns to sleuthing 1: 

Raghu relates a tale of ancient detective work, when Raman is sent to 

investigate the truth in a property dispute! What shall this ancient Shankar Lal 

uncover? What shall he find? 

 

“Born again” in soul: Dom 

Spiritual rebirth is a common idea found in many faith traditions, and here, 

Dom offers a metaphor to describe it from his perspective. Illuminating! 

 

Bitter Pill Dose 21: Religion 4: BP 

BP speaks of the Unholy among the self-styled holy, and how they incite 
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hatred of other religions through fiery rhetoric and poisonous words, using 

religion as a tool to divide rather than bind people together. 

Budapest Missives: Juliette 

Juliette gives a photo of a ferris wheel, like that in an amusement park, and 

seemingly abandoned, lonely in its solitude, behind a grove of trees under a 

glaringly bright sky.  

 

Very stark! Xmas at Camelot: 

Freya gives a description of her book, a collection of ten stories, and worth 

picking up! 

 

A world without colors: 

Here’s a book review which touched me a bit, as a cat owner who’s lost many 

furbabies over the years, with no doubt will lose more to time and illness. I’m 

reminded of my own Rocky, who passed in his sleep from a heart disorder 

common to Maine Coons in 2016. Do give a look at Bernard Jan’s book! 

 

Nobody’s home, by Robert Sherriff: 

This is a book on an extremely serious subject; parental abuse of the most 

heinous kind. While that’s a grim topic, this is worth looking at, as I’ve 

prepared myself for some of that thru previously reading another book with 

its own context of violence and abuse facing women in India, The Fragrance of 

Rose. 

 

YouTubia: Dodo and Too Cute 

It’s not often I look at vids of cute animals any more, but these two channels 

might be a good pick-me-up in times where I despair for the human condition 

after reading the news! 

 

Pandit Bhajan Lal Sapori 

So, a santoor player from Kashmir, his music is a great way to accompany the 

writing of this critique, and here’s a link I’ve found to one of his recitals: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch? 
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v=IOXLAQoEAfo 

 

True treasures: Nabadwip Haldar 

I once knew of no Bengali comedians, but that’s now been amended by the 

addition of one! His voice acting sounds like something to listen to, and if his 

puns are anything approaching, much less exceeding, the punning skills of 

Monster Talk podcast host Blake Smith, then that’s worth discovering! 

 

Rakhi* 

Here we have a scene with the hands of two friends, or siblings, overseen far 

away by the Moon showing in the daytime sky. I like the color balance, nothing 

excessive, with the arrangement of form and color well chosen! 

 

Independence Day* 

This digital painting shows a good mix of chromatic and neutral tones, and 

well-defined shapes, together celebrating this national occasion. 

 

Pieces of Past | Glimpses – Ancient Religions: 

I like this piece on the early Mesopotamian religions, not the least as it shows 

the influence of those ancient practices on the religions of the Mediterranean 

region centuries later, after the fall of the great Mesopotamian empires and 

the rise of Europe and North Africa. 

 

Story from Ved and Puras – Bhanu Tirtha 

Now this piece is pretty cool, as it gives a lesson in self-sacrifice and the need 

for it after the consequences of ill-thought verbal mischief! 

So, those are the high points for this issue! Join me next time when I review 

Angishatdal’s Bhadra 1426 issue, so until then… 

…Vanakkam. 

And in abbreviated Soruggon… 

…Tf. Tk. Tts! 
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WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
Shraban Agnijaat 

 

Agnijaat Jyeshtha 1426 Critique: 

By Troy David Loy @ https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Vanakkam. Naandaan Troy. I’m back this issue, to review Agnijaat’s Shraban 

1426 eZine. So, please join me as we take a look at more of the Authoress’ 

creations! 

 

Indie Author Speaks – Few Tips – 3: 

Seeking out our dreams in life is a good thing, but we need financial security 

as well. Here, we’re given what I think sound advice to keep to what makes us 

enough to live on while waiting for that one big break in life, which may or 

may not actually come. So much good fortune is an elusive thing, and we must 

make do. 

 

From the Quill of Femme Sole: Role Models: 

Potential role models are everywhere, so here, we are advised to be choosy, 

and only select from those who are real people who do real good, not mere 

celebrities who are famous for being famous, or somesuch! 

 

India now: Cleanness: 

The Authoress gives a horror story of nasty critters, and nigh-indestructible 

ones too! Having been in apartments for many years in a similar predicament, 

and having engaged in chemical warfare to get rid of them, this feels very 

close to home, to me literally. I feel the horror, and the disgust, she conveys! 

 

My Pen: Pseudo-scholars 

Here, the Authoress gives her view of online video lectures involving one too 

many scatological references, obscene language, as well as excessive talk of 

other gross bodily functions as well.  

 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy
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Wicked Animals: 

Here the Authoress gives us the top ten creatures, with humans as tenth on 

the list, that deceptively, and I might add, diabolically, serve as minions and 

vehicles of ancient spirits and other nasty beings of…pure eeevil! It even now 

makes me look a little more suspiciously at cute, innocent-looking kitties, 

especially the tricksy Mister Eccles! 

 

Spotlight on: Rajesh Chaurasia 

This is excellent! A good chance discovery, I think as I listen to his work while 

typing this, with link below. It’s anyone’s guess how long the YouTube post 

will be still available. It’s good to expose myself to more Classical artists as 

things go. Good find! https://www.youtube.com/ 

watch?v=S18fpKp5eKs 

 

Window to West: Awesome Lorax 

Hmm. I’ve enjoyed Dr. Seuss books as a child, and found his character designs 

fun and whimsical. The Authoress here gives us a film of one of his best 

characters, though I prefer the original 2-D art style to computer generated 

imagery. Do give this one a look on your movie rental or streaming platform of 

choice! 

 

Sweet Memories: fireflies 

Fireflies are beautiful at night, and here the Authoress speaks of her 

experience with them in Kamalpur. it must have been magical to see them 

swarming in droves in the dark! 

 

Festival This Month: Hariyali Teej 

This is kind of cool! I don’t recall hearing about this before! I love reading 

about Indian festivals, as the very first I found out about is the Tamil festival of 

Pongal, on an episode of the old Cosmos series in 1980. Sagan was talking 

about the cosmological ideas of the ancient Indians, mentioning the 

northward Gupta empire at its height as a golden age of learning and science, 

and a powerful contributor to what later became Western science. 
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Theme for Shraban: 

With [1] a cinqku on water as the source of life, then [2] a haiku on water’s 

beauty, [3] a cinquain, on rain over a lake,[4] a quintilla on a browning, dry 

leaf, [5] a quintain on fishermen going to sea by dawn, [6] a diamond verse on 

the beauty of sky and ocean, and [7] a seventeen verse, on the duality and 

oneness of two opposing elements, the theme this month is water, as a crucial 

part of our planet and its life! 

 

This is it for now. I’m on to review this eZine’s Bhadra 1426 issue, and 

following that, Ashwin’s! 

So, join me next time, and until then… 

…Vanakkam, and in abbreviated Soruggon… 

…Tf. Tk. Tts! 
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Agnishatdal Bhadra 1426 

( https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu ) 

Critique: 
 

By your good old editor, few words about the works of my much 

cherished authors! So the critiques will be short and sweet! 

 

Berlin 2: Part 2  by Brieuc Martin Onraet: The story is still very, very 

interesting, a young girl who is suddenly getting whisked away to an 

undisclosed place for secret army affair. Waiting for the next issue! 

 

Tenaliraman goes sleuthing part 2 by Raghunandan Kuppuswamy: 

Tenaliaman is off to the disputed property to check out the claims made by 

two women, and the story is getting more and more interesting! Wonder what 

will happen at the end! 

 

Lyapunov’s children by Troy David Loy: Fascinating story about world in 

an alien moon. Absolutely fascinating and beautifully described piece of 

writing!  

 

As of above by Dom Collucci: Very thought provoking poem! We start our 

journey guided and mentored by many a things and people, then we pick up 

our own path! So very true! 

 

Bitter Pill dose 22 by Bitter Pill: Religion: This month BP is talking about 

the clash of religion and science and how both of them are little or more 

obstinate about many things. I agree about that obstinacy part a lot! 

 

My mythology by Freya Pickard: This book is very close to Freya’s heart. 

Her vicious struggle with cancer and its outcome are shared in this book. The 

cover is haunting! 

 

https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu
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Drovers  by Pat Ritters: A new story has begun. Starts with a cowgirl, helping 

her dad to round up the cattle! Quite interesting start! 

 

Dirkball 5 by Robert Sherriff: Robert is the second new author in Ashar, two 

new members in one month sounds awesome! Right? Robert is sharing 

beautiful artworks from his storybook “dirkball”, it is for little kids. I love the 

beautiful sketches a lot! I am sure the book will be worth keeping for adults 

and kids both! 

 

Bunch of hypocrites by S4: I fully agree about one thing with the author, at 

least one thing I mean, and that is Indians should let go of their hypocrisy if 

they want to really improve in every sphere! 
 

I believe that will be it for my critique as an editor, you will have to 
read the rest in Ezine. Of course there is truckloads of more works 
there! 

WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
Bhadra Agnishatdal 

 
Vanakkam. Naandaan Troy. This time I offer some of the the most cool things 

of Bhadra 1426’s  Agnishatdal, so join me in this look at my favorite eZine! 

There’s much to see here! 

 

Let us begin… Our virtual trip to India* 

This image shows a fair-skinned girl carrying a dish of what could be spice or 

even powdered vermillion. It makes goos use of well defined forms, and 

shows a nicely subtle variation in the two shades of blue used. 

 

Bhavabhuti: 

I can imagine that watching this playwright’s dramas when they were 

originally performed must have been quite an experience – I think it a worthy 

goal for any enterprising time-traveler.  
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A Bunch of Hypocrites: 

S4 has stern words for the corrupt of society, whose rhetoric serves only the 

base political goal of divide and conquer, turning the people against each 

other for the benefit of corrupt higher-ups in ill-gained positions of authority. 

 

Berlin 2 Part 2.5: 

Brieuc continues his mother’s story, of boarding an American-built plane for a 

new mission following the Second World War. In the early years of what 

would soon become the Cold War, what is going on that the brass isn’t telling 

her? 

 

Tenali Raman turns to sleuthing 2: 

Rhagu continues the tale of our crafty Raman, who investigates the home 

claimed in a property dispute between two women. His findings gathered, 

what will transpire from this? What will the outcome of this trial be? Find out, 

next issue! 

 

Universal law to receive from: 

In this verse, Dom waxes on the Law of Attraction, a concept that evokes both 

great appeal, and great skepticism, to different people at different times. But 

this is a very, very nice way to explain it as an idea! 

 

Bitter Pill Dose 22: Religion 5: 

BP blasts YouTube anti-theists and their attacks on religion, instead targeting 

the darker side of human nature as the rightful enemy instead. I tend to side 

with BP on this, though I identify as a skeptic, these others do not speak for 

me, nor I for them. 

 

My Mythology: 

Here’s a piece for Freya’s book, as the first sentence describes, “a collection of 

poems inspired by myth and legend,” and well worth reading! delve into 

mythical traditions from around the world; you won’t be disappointed! 
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Look for Me Under the Rainbow: 

Here’s another book by Bernard Jan! When a seal pup is endangered by 

hunters seeking his pelt, and those of fellow seal pups, will Helen of the 

Rainbow warriors be able to save him? Find out! 

 

YouTubia: Ghost Mother 

Hmm. I’ve checked this out, link below, for this Thai film. It seems to use 

supernatural elements combined with psychological suspense, all in an 

extremely watchable film, despite my utter ignorance of the language. Check it 

out here: https://www.youtube.com/watch? 

v=SBzVDQH8Bos 

 

Kotakkal Madhu: 

A Kathakali musician and singer with no shortage of talent and skill. I’m 

impressed that he has ample creative ability to truly innovate for the style. 

While creativity probably can’t be taught with a simple cookie-cutter 

template, I’m convinced that it can be improved with the right mindset and 

learning skills, and he’s got both! 

 

Tom Hanks:  

I remember seeing Tom in Castaway, and if memory serves me correctly, he 

also appeared in the DnD scare movie Monsters and Mazes during the height 

of the Satanic Panic of the 1980s. I enjoyed Castaway much more though, 

especially the imaginary companion he created by marking a volley ball with a 

face as a way to keep himself from going mad from loneliness during his time 

on the deserted island! 

 

Pandit Shiv Kumar Sharma: 

The Authoress presents us with another santoor artist! Finding him online 

was a breeze, with a link below. I like the strains his instrument plays, and 

seem to have found another software instrument to look for in GarageBand’s 

sound library, which I’ve restored to my laptop proper. 
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Here’s a full album online: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=36yTMJQBhiU 

 

True Treasures: Toni Art and Craft 

One of my current loves is calligraphy, as I strive to make full use of a 

medieval memory technique called a visual alphabet, though mine will be 

based on the Tamil script, not the Roman alphabet. Toni’s site looks like the 

perfect place to jumpstart my progress on the basics for even better results! 

 

Pieces of Past: Glimpses – Ancient Religions: 

This is pretty cool, for here, we discuss Egyptian religion, with its colorful 

deities and fascinating view of the afterlife. It’s a few that’s led to astounding 

architecture, mummification, and a mystique and magical traditions that 

captivated the intelligentsia of Europe for hundreds of years! 

 

Story from Ved and Purana: Atreya Tirtha 

good stories teach, and this one too has a lesson: never try to copy the home 

decor of a god just because you are an envious little git, as you can very easily 

irk the wrong beings, like giants and demons, far outside the qualifications of 

mere humans to deal with, save perhaps powerful sorcerers, and of course, 

gods! 

 

Evil Teacher: 

The Authoress offers a set of cartoons, here of an unethical and downright 

mustache-twirling instructor who turns poor people into very, very bad 

people! And here we part! join me next month as I review Agnishatdal for 

Ashwin 1426, so until then… 

 

WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
Bhadra Agnijaat 

By Troy David Loy @ https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Vanakkam. Naandaan Troy. I’m pleased to review the most outstanding points 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy
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of Agnijaat’s Bhadra 1426 issue, so let’s begin our virtual trip to India with… 

 

…Let the Journey Begin* 

Which shows a really cool-looking digital painting involving mostly neutral 

shades, black, greys, and white. It offers a lot of good contrast and definition of 

shape, given its neutral tones rather than the chromatic shades of a color 

spectrum. Nice! 

 

Indie Author Speaks: Few tips 4: 

While enjoying what you love is fulfilling, here, the Authoress suggests ways of 

doing that while also making enough to keep the lights on and food on the 

table. Little is less enjoyable or fulfilling than working a drudge-job to pay the 

bills, and getting no meaning out of it! 

 

India now: Building Cages: 

Here, the Authoress discusses the precarious choice made when we sacrifice 

our freedom to move about and direct our own lives for a little, just a little, 

additional security and safety, or when that’s imposed on us by the authorities 

“for our own good” when we get neither freedom nor security. 

 

Rudali Syndrome: 

This is interesting, and something I recall only dimly from my learning of 

professional mourners in ancient and medieval times. That it is still practiced 

is unsurprising, whatever fakery and annoyance it may involve. My first 

search for a wider worldwide and historical context brought up this Wiki 

article, though take from it what you will, and always check the references for 

accuracy: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Professional_mourning 

 

Spotlight on: Lionel Richie: 

Here is a piece on an icon of the 70s and 80s, in which the Authoress relates 

her love for his music, and the legacy he left in Western culture. I rather 

enjoyed much of his music myself, even after I developed a taste of the 

melodic strains of Metal. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Professional_mourning
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Window to West: Dexter’s Laboratory: 

I’ve never watched this series, as I seldom watch television, especially when it 

originally aired, but I have read the comic book of Dexter’s misadventures. 

Here, the Authoress notes the intelligence that went into the show’s writing, 

even with its depiction of the Scientific Super-Genius trope! 

 

Sweet Memories: Butterflies 

Here, we are treated to an anecdote from life on the beauty (sometimes) of 

butterflies, and the joy they can bring by merely fluttering about on their 

business. Short-lived they may be, but lovely to look at they almost always are, 

depending on local conditions! 

 

Dahi Handi 21.8.19: 

So, here’s a sporting event involving tricksy means to reaching highly-placed 

dairy items using human pyramids! How cool! It’s amazing how the different 

elements of culture interact and result in fascinating events like this! I love 

how ancient stories can inform popular activities in this way! 

 

With [1] a cinqku, on its power and invisibility, [2] a haiku on the power of a 

thunderstorm, [3] a cinquain, on wind and lightning during a storm at sea, [4] 

a quintilla, on a sudden storm at sea, [5] a quintain, on the effect of wind on 

fire, [6] a diamond on the terror of a tornado, as opposed to a sharknado, 

which is just silly, and [7] Seventeen verse, on a ship in the midst of a storm, 

the theme for Bhadra is …Air! 

 

Fir milenge – Till we meet again* 

Here we see a lovely image with lots of browns and yellows for a more earth-

toned look. I like the way the colors are arranged! 

 

Spystory* 

 

Here, the Authoress gives us a cartoon strip, noting the tricky ways crucial 
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information can be stolen with a seemingly “innocent” thing like a cell phone – 

21st century mobile wiretapping, anyone? 

 

That’ll be it for Bhadra’s issue. Do join me next time to review Ashwin 1426’s 

issue of Agnijaat, and until then… 
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WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
Ashwin AGNISHATDAL 

Agnishatdal Ashwin 1426 

( https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu ) 

Critique: 
 

By your good old editor, few words about the works of my much 

cherished authors. So the critiques will be short and sweet! 

 

Berlin 2: Part 3  by Brieuc Martin Onraet: I am thoroughly enjoying the 

story, Brian’s way of writing is simply mind-blowing! His mom is dropping 

one bomb after another on him, and he is allowing us to enjoy that! 

 

Tenaliraman goes sleuthing part 3 by Raghunandan Kuppuswamy: 

Finally Tenaliraman solves the mystery! His sharp brain and power of analysis 

brought down the web of deceit and the righteous won the case. Well told 

story! 

 

Lyapunov’s Children The Matryoshka by Troy David Loy: This one is a 

really scary story about what human beings might do if they have the power 

to do so! Really scary story for sure! 

 

Happiness first, wealth will follow by Dom Collucci: A beautiful poem by a 

wise soul, I believe happiness is the real wealth that may or may not come 

with wealth! 

 

Bitter Pill dose 23 by Bitter Pill: Religion: This month BP shares views 

about fanatics and how they spread hatred. I believe we all have seen these 

games being played! 

 

Changeling by Freya Pickard: Freya wrote a fantastic story of 

https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu
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transformation this month. The story is fascinating as always, Freya is queen 

of fantasy writing in my blogging circle! Her fantasy stories are fantastic!  

 

The Drovers  by Pat Ritters: This month Pat tells the story of Harry, and a 

fantastic poem is extra bonus. Really loved the picture the poem created in 

mind. 

 

Dirkball 6 by Robert Sherriff: Cute painting of squirrel mom and dad 

tucking in their little ones. Very heart warming! 

 

How conveniently they die by S4: This is something that happens all over 

the world, and is a real shame! We have succeeded in creating a society that 

protects crooks and tackles good people with iron fist! We should 

congratulate ourselves at our expertise! 
 

I believe that will be it for my critique as an editor, you will have to 
read the rest in Ezine. Of course there is truckloads of more works 
there! 
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Agnishatdal Kartik 1426 

( https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu ) 

Critique: 
 

By your good old editor, few words about the works of my much 

cherished authors. So the critiques will be short and sweet! 

 

Well this month we have a new kid in Ezine, Labanya, she writes in 

Bengali only, I will translate her works for her. She is pretty adamant 

about “Writing in Bengali only”. I was like that once so I don’t mind 

translating for her. 

 

Kalipuja by Labanya: Labanya’s first Bengali poem is for Mother Goddess 

Kali, her puja is coming up real soon and I loved the poem a lot! Check out my 

clumsy translation that will be added with it. 

 

Berlin 2: Part 7  by Brieuc Martin Onraet: This month’s piece is a grim 

reminder of world war, its ghastly side. 

 

Games Ghost Play 1 by Raghunandan Kuppuswamy: Now this is one 

thundering start! A ghost walking towards you in a desolate road in night is 

scary enough but walking towards you in broad daylight, well that is certainly 

super creepy. 

 

Shad 3 by Troy David Loy: A fascinating story of a runaway warrior, from a 

clan that destroyed weaklings and absorbed their existences. That is one scary 

tribe! 

 

Happiness is a minority by Dom Collucci: a poem very close to my heart, 

people who squabble and judge are rarely the happy lot, and at present they 

certainly are vast majority! Those who have stayed away from this crowd 

willingly are the happy lot! 

https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu
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Bitter Pill dose 24 by Bitter Pill: Religion: This month BP shares views 

about devil worshippers and I will have to agree with the author, this is a 

disturbing trend and if you believe media it is in the rise in West! Not a very 

healthy mindset for society! 

 

Clippings by Freya Pickard: This month you will read the critique of Freya’s 

fantastic newsletter  June 2018 by your good old editor! 

 

The Drovers  by Pat Ritters: This month Pat tells something more about 

Harry, it is indeed a fascinating story well told if you believe me, if not then 

prove me wrong! Read it and tell me it is not! 

 

Dirkball 7 by Robert Sherriff: Cute painting a cat sitting on a branch quite in 

a regal pose and listening to a squirrel! 

 

Farce in the name of justice 1 : Saptarchi: This is quite a trend in India, 

nothing new I believe, otherwise corruption would not have turned into a 

quagmire into this country! Be an honest journalist or cop and you will die or 

face worse! The message is loud and clear to media and police force since 

independence! It happens because of corruption of majority! 
 

 

I believe that will be it for my critique as an editor, you will have to 
read the rest in Ezine. Of course there is truckloads of more works 
there! 

WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
Kartik Agnishatdal 

 

Hi friends, I did collect the entire stories from the editor, in case you are 

thinking I started reading midway 

 

Kalipuja by Labanya: This was my first work for the Ezine hope you liked it. 



80  Agnijaat and Agnishatdal Yearbook 2019 

 

 

Berlin 2: Part 7  by Brieuc Martin Onraet: I really love the way Mr. Onraet 

writes, his way of writing is thoroughly enjoyable and this one shares so much 

about world war era that it is quite enriching too. Not in a pleasant way but 

enriching anyways. Thanks for this beautiful piece Mr. Onraet. 

 

Games Ghost Play 1 by Raghunandan Kuppuswamy: Love spooky stories, 

but this one sounds more fun than spooky, a dead man walking towards you 

in broad daylight! I wonder what will happen next.  

 

Shad 3 by Troy David Loy: I am quite a big fan of science fiction stories, the 

one I can understand I mean. Mr. Loy’s story is very well written, he has 

captured the essence of science fiction quite well it seems. Well I will have to 

read a few more before passing a serious verdict. 

 

Happiness is a minority by Dom Collucci: Very wise and beautiful poem by 

Mr. Collucci, not everyone is blessed with a happy soul! Most of us are too 

busy chasing our dreams and other things that we forget to enjoy life! Blessed 

are those who have distanced themselves from unnecessary things and are 

enjoying life. Great poem Mr. Collucci! 

 

Bitter Pill dose 24 by Bitter Pill: Religion: Well even though it is a part of a 

series but it is complete in itself, and I believe even though the intentions of 

religion were not bad but human beings have twisted it for worse! 

 

Clippings by Freya Pickard: This sounds like a great newsletter, I will 

subscribe or ask Agni to give me her copies! 

 

The Drovers  by Pat Ritters: Well I collected the full story from Agni, this is a 

story I am not going to miss, or read partly, my knowledge about Australia is 

limited to its exotic animals and birds, they have always fascinated me but I 

was absolutely ignorant about its people, now it is time to learn something 

about them. 
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Dirkball 7 by Robert Sherriff: Cute painting, will be checking out rest of his 

books. 

 

Farce in the name of justice 1 : Saptarchi: This is a story of world lately, 

whistleblowers are punished severely so that no one tries to follow their path, 

but tyrants they will! No matter how much you crush people some will protest 

and expose you! 

 

In the end I will talk about Agni’s works in short-I have been requested by her 

to do that, to highlight the work of other authors in Agnishatdal, I will talk 

about her works in Agnijaat. 

 

I love the simple paintings, I wish I could use mouse like that! I quite enjoyed 

the treats section, the articles are very short some are mere thoughts but that 

is fine for me, I rather love to dig myself too, more than reading it from 

someone else. I hate cooking so I am not going to try the recipe! I rarely watch 

youtube but I will try the names she has talked about. 

 

Loved the story from Agnimalya, there is no such thing as shortcut to wealth. 

Those who think are either super lucky or super cursed! In this case cursed! 

Same about the story from purana- Agastya was quite a famous sage and we 

all have read his stories as kids!  

 

I will have to grab the rest of the ancient religions, this one was pretty 

interesting. I love reading these things! 

 

That is it I guess! See you again in Agrahayan, and thank you 

Agni/Sharmishtha for translating my works! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Labanya 
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WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
Kartik Agnijaat 

 
Indie Author Speaks 6: Well I am not a serious author, just write for fun and 

I absolutely don’t blog or use facebook, I rather prefer old fashioned books! So 

this section will be read simply out of curiosity. I will have to agree Lidia has 

points, check out how much friends encourage others in YouTube etc. 

 

Fake Goddesses: Full agreement! Women should simply accept that they are 

human beings not angels or demons. 

 

Think twice: Point noted! These modern gadgets and their weird ways! 

 

Cracker menace: Do I hate loud noise? Yes sir I do but my hating won’t work. 

This is a pain we will have to suffer because Indian parents have forgotten 

bringing up decent kids! When we were kids we had time fixed for bursting 

loud crackers and that too for one day only! We were so angry sometimes but 

there was no disobeying mom or dad! 

 

SOS: true words! Happiness is never easy! 

 

WOW: I will have to collect all shlokas and read them. This one is pretty 

interesting. I am not much into religious texts but will try them. 

 

Goa Inquisition: I will have to get the entire article. 

 

Bad sales pitches: Good one! Typos and slip of tongue are always hilarious! 

 

Fun and Frolic section: 

 

Agnijaat and Agnishatdal Book 10: They both sound interesting. Will have 

to ask Agni if I can get a copy of both! 
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Teresa Schnapasky and Memoirs of a Pakhtun immigrant: Loved the 

interview, Teresa sounds like an accomplished and very talented author. Will 

check out the book! Writing a captivating biography is herculean task I 

believe! So it certainly is worth checking out! 

 

Depraves: I so don’t believe critiques! When critiques rubbish a movie I 

always check it out that level of disbelief! So I certainly agree with her, test 

yourself before rejecting a movie or book! 

 

Indian Raga Now: 

 

R.D. Burman- he was an extraordinary talent, his untimely death did great 

damage to hindi movie music industry. 

 

Guru Dutt- What a talent! Wish it was recognized by his contemporary 

viewers and he was not pushed to suicide. I have watched his classics multiple 

time and all I can say about them that they are true gems. Yes, they all are sad, 

tragic but gems all the same! 

 

Mumbly: Have not watched this series, will check out! 

 

Kamalpur: We all have these memories, don’t we? Time or places we can’t go 

back to like college canteen and bunking classes to have fun! 

 

Youtube channel: Already checked them all out. 

 

Storytime: 

 

Hatred: Now that is one sick mind, glad that he got his dose of medicine! 

 

Kalipuja: Well the second big festival of month! I love decorating the house 

with candles and eat sweets! 
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Theme: Earth- thoroughly enjoyed the set of poems and paintings that went 

with them.  Writing form poetry is tough but loved these poems. Even though I 

am more for formless poetry! 

 

The cartoon: Absolutely loved it! I so hate these newspapers that are turning 

the media into advertisement pages! All you will see is movie stars, 

entertainers, players and politicians. No place for news! Hate journalists and 

the things they try to push down our gullets every day! 

 

In the end quite enjoyed the Ezine, and its colourful sketches/paintings! 

 

That is it I guess! See you again in Agrahayan, and thank you 

Agni/Sharmishtha for translating my works! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Labanya 
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Agnishatdal Agrahayan 1426 

( https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu ) 

Critique: 
 

By your good old editor, few words about the works of my much 

cherished authors. So the critiques will be short and sweet! 

 

Banshpati by Labanya: Opened a floodgate of nostalgia. These birds are so 

pretty! 

 

Farce in the name of justice by saptarchi: The politicians who turn people 

against each other using one excuse or other should be sentenced to life. Right 

now, Bengalis should be ashamed because they are rioting! What a shame! 

 

Berlin 2: Part 8  by Brieuc Martin Onraet: Thank you for sharing this piece 

of history Brieuc, you are one amazing story teller! Though this one ends with 

sadness still it was fascinating! 

 

Games Ghost Play 2 by Raghunandan Kuppuswamy: Ha! It was a miracle 

that the narrator did not run away when the “Ghost” approached him and 

started talking! 

 

Quid Novi by Troy David Loy: Meera is a great character in building and I am 

sure it will surpass all Troy’s previous characters! 

 

Truth sticks by Dom Collucci: Wise and beautiful as always! Dom sure 

knows how to combine beauty with wisdom and give them an ethereal touch! 

Great piece! 

 

Bitter Pill dose 25 by Bitter Pill: Religion: Human beings love to lynch each 

other at any excuse, we have to work on that tendency! Forgetting the labels 

used for satiating bloodlust! 

https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu
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Clippings by Freya Pickard: Freya is one amazing author! It is quite an 

achievement to work day in and day out in your BnB and write these fantastic 

pieces! Kudos! 

 

The Drovers  by Pat Ritters: Heart goes out to Harry! Working so hard at 

such a tender age and then asked by parents to move out of family dwellings! 

He certainly has lot on his plate! 

 

Dirkball 8 by Robert Sherriff: another cute painting! 
 

 

I believe that will be it for my critique as an editor, you will have to 
read the rest in Ezine. Of course there is truckloads of more works 
there! 
 

WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
Agrahayan Agnishatdal 

 

Hi friends, let us begin! 

 

The ezine begins with a tribute to Debendranath Tagore, I knew very 

little about him,  now I know a bit more and will be checking out more in 

net. 

 

Farce in the name of justice by saptarchi: The politicians who turn people 

against each other using one excuse or other should be sentenced to life. 

 

Berlin 2: Part 8  by Brieuc Martin Onraet: Mr. Onraet is a great story teller 

and I am reading his blog https://equinoxio21.wordpress.com, a fascinating 

blog because he is a stunning photographer too. The story ends with a tinge of 

sadness because the lady telling the story passes away! May God rest her soul 

in peace! 
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Games Ghost Play 2 by Raghunandan Kuppuswamy: A ghost chatting with 

you as if nothing has happened! Straight from horror movies! I know it is a 

funny story but had the guy been really a ghost that would have been 

something for sure! 

 

Quid Novi by Troy David Loy: Meera sounds like an interesting character. I 

like the way Mr. Loy writes! 

 

Truth sticks by Dom Collucci: Very true and wise! Only if the last laugh was 

laughed by it too! Mostly the damage done by lies is too much! 

 

Bitter Pill dose 25 by Bitter Pill: Religion: Good points! I believe the fault 

lies with human nature, not the code of conducts it follows! 

 

Clippings by Freya Pickard: This sounds like a great newsletter, I will 

subscribe or ask Agni to give me her copies! 

 

The Drovers  by Pat Ritters: Great story this far, Pat is a fantastic story-teller 

for sure! It is sad if you have to move out of your parents at 17 and face the 

world on your own! Things differ so much from society to society! 

 

Dirkball 8 by Robert Sherriff: Cute painting, will be checking out rest of his 

books. 

 

In the end I will talk about Agni’s works in short-I have been requested by her 

to do that, to highlight the work of other authors in Agnishatdal, I will talk 

about her works in Agnijaat. 

 

Treats:  

 

Happy birthday Brian! Wish you the very best in life! 

 

In the treats section Teresa’s book’s critique and her interview has been 
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repeated. I have already talked about how great the book sounds! 

 

Book trailer- sounds great! 

 

God to universities by David Sidney Harris sounds like a good book. 

 

Pikatron by Troy David Loy sounds like a great piece of read! 

 

Kevin Richardson the lion whisperer- we need more like him! 

 

Authors book in amazon, sounds good! Will be checking on them, maybe grab 

a copy and critique them too! 

 

Shambhu Maharaj- it was great to know about him, I have only heard his 

name. 

Mission Impossible saga- They are fantastic thrillers! 

 

Allauddin Khan- Will have to check YouTube for his music, good to know 

about the musician a bit! 

 

Georg Eichberger- He plays great! 

 

Recipe- not my pot of soup! 

 

Minutes Together: King meets queen is a nice story! Hope these things 

happen in reality too! 

 

Loved the Bengali poem and the hindi poem both. Thank you for adding my 

work in your ezine Agni. 

 

Ancient religions by Joshua Mark was an interesting read! 

 

Tarakasur- Indra was one twisted God! Another great story from puranas! 
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Words- It indeed is good to forget sometimes! 

 

Ponga Pandit- loving the cartoon strip! 

 

The sketches all through the ezine were pretty!  

 

That is it I guess! See you again in Poush, and thank you Agni/Sharmishtha for 

translating my works! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Labanya 

 

WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
Agrahayan Agnijaat 

By 
Labanya 

 
Indie Author Speaks 7: Agreed with the points of this article too, a good 

mailing list not only sends your messages to a larger group but you can 

advertise through your newsletter too! For struggling writers that is a good 

thing, look at the money good YouTube video makers are making! 

 

Partial: Don’t I agree with these words! Society is funny, weird and 

sometimes irritating! 

 

Techbabble: Everyone has used one or two electronic gadget that makes one 

wonder if the designers ever touched these things, forget about using! 

 

Messing with corrupt: Check out the news and you will agree that messing 

with corrupts is almost like messing with kings of erstwhile era in India. 
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SOS: Beautiful beings should remember these words, too many got destroyed 

by envy! 

 

WOW: If only I could let go attachment! 

 

Goa Inquisition: It is sad how men become monsters and then blame 

imaginary monsters for their evil doings! Power and greed are the only two 

motivations human beings need to become monsters, again and again since 

they started piling up things for own profit! 

 

Self righteous: Sad incident, but I would have done the same too! It is 

irresistible to not try to save a prey from a hunter. 

 

Fun and Frolic section: 

 

OMR by Pat Ritter: Pat is a fantastic author. I am pretty sure this book will be 

amazing too! 

 

My God how great thou are by Robert Sherriff: Beautiful cover. Have not 

read anything by Robert yet, will have to check out! 

 

Memoirs of a Pakhtun Resident by Teresa Schanapasky: Great critique 

and the story sound really interesting. Maybe I will ask Teresa if she will mind 

sharing the book with me! Agni repeated the interview of last month. That is 

good for those who have not read the previous month issue I believe. I rather 

prefer knowing a bit about the author too! 

 

We need movie lovers as critiques: We do, movie lovers with brain I mean! 

 

Critiques of Patreon works August 2019 by Troy: Great critique. Troy is 

one priceless reader and friend. He certainly possesses a heart of gold! 

 

Indian Raga Now: 
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Mukesh- One of my “the” favorites, he too died too early! 

Rehmaan- Just love him! 

Asterix: Loved the cartoon strips and love the movies! 

Artworks: Those books must be true treasures! 

Youtube channel: Already checked them all out. 

 

Storytime: 

The manager: This is one creepy story! 

 

Gita Jayanti: This is a good idea to celebrate our really rich past! A past that is 

amazing and enviable! 

 

Theme: Mist- Loved the poems and the images that came with them! Mist is 

so beautiful! It turns the world into dreamland! 

 

The cartoon: My sentiments exactly! I really don’t think anyone will pay huge 

money for advertisements to a newspaper that will expose him! Sorry! 

 

In the end quite enjoyed the Ezine, and its colourful sketches/paintings! 

 

That is it I guess! See you again in Poush, and thank you Agni/Sharmishtha for 

translating my works! 

 

Yours sincerely, Labanya 
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Agnishatdal Poush 1426 

( https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu ) 

Critique: 

 

By your good old editor, few words about the works of my much 

cherished authors. So the critiques will be short and sweet! 

 

Agnishatdal Poush 1426, December 2019 

https://gumroad.com/l/umPGr 

Agnishatdal Poush 1426, December 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/mon 

 

By your good old editor, few words about the works of my much 

cherished authors. So the critiques will be short and sweet! 

 

Balukabela by Labanya: Beautiful, haunting poem, how we try to leave our 

marks in the world indeed! 

 

Rupjibi and Kalamjibi by saptarchi: The way the media tries to manipulate 

us these days for own financial gain of course is tragic. There was a time when 

we used to believe things told in newspapers, used to think that writers write 

about what they truly believe are good for the society! Now, so many of them 

write for money that they have hog-washed the others! 

 

Masai 1  by Brieuc Martin Onraet: We know so little about African tribes, An 

interesting insight in one of its most famous people- the Masai. 

 

Games Ghost Play 3 by Raghunandan Kuppuswamy: Now, did not see that 

one coming! Ha! Just loved the twist of the tale! 

 

Quid Novi by Troy David Loy: This month Quid novi tells us a bit about other 

https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu
https://gumroad.com/l/umPGr
https://shoptly.com/i/mon
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characters Troy has created, amazing tempest and little known Agni! 

 

A dwelling for within by Dom Collucci: Wise and beautiful as always! When 

we know our own heart things often become clear for sure! 

 

Bitter Pill dose 26 by Bitter Pill: Religion: Well I share BP’s utter mistrust 

and dislike for Indian politicians. The way they harm the country is beyond 

petty reprimands! 

 

Clippings by Freya Pickard: Freya is one amazing author! It is quite an treat 

to read her works for free! 

 

The Drovers  by Pat Ritters: Glad that Harry’s father asked him to stay close 

by.  

 

Dirkball 9 by Robert Sherriff: another cute painting! 
 

 

I believe that will be it for my critique as an editor, you will have to 
read the rest in Ezine. Of course there is truckloads of more works 
there! 
 

WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
Poush Agnishatdal 

 

Hi friends, let us begin! 

 

The ezine begins with a tribute to Bharatendu Harishchandra, I knew 

nothing about him, will be checking out his poetries in net. If I can get 

English translations, though not very fond of reading poetry 

translations, they often miss the essence. 

 

Rupjibi and kalamjibi by saptarchi: Well, as we all know that media is a 
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business we have stopped believing in the things they try to force us to 

believe, actually I don’t believe almost anything they try to convince! I always 

look for the hidden strings. It is sad that at a time journalists and movie-

makers changed the society for better! They fought for causes and tried to 

open our eyes FOR OUR BETTERMENT. 

 

Masai  by Brieuc Martin Onraet: I remember the scene from Out of Africa, 

the Masai warriors dressed up in feathers. This was an interesting insight. I 

did not knew that they have firmly kept their ethnicity alive. Quite a pleasure! 

 

Games Ghost Play 3 by Raghunandan Kuppuswamy: Hilarious ending! Did 

not see it coming! 

 

Quid Novi by Troy David Loy: another short insight into the characters Troy 

is building, Mira, Tempest and Agni. Will love to read more about them! 

 

A dwelling for within by Dom Collucci: a beautiful poem from a wise soul. 

Once we know ourselves so many things become crystal clear. 

 

Bitter Pill dose 26 by Bitter Pill: Religion: These politicians! Their brazen 

greed and corruption can cause severe depression to anyone looking for a 

cleaner, better India! 

 

Clippings by Freya Pickard: This sounds like a great newsletter, I will 

subscribe or ask Agni to give me her copies! 

 

The Drovers  by Pat Ritters: Great story this far, right when I was thinking 

that Harry will have to walk away from his parents his pa asked him to stay 

nearby. I rather am enjoying this fascinating story! 

 

Dirkball 8 by Robert Sherriff: Cute painting, will be checking out rest of his 

books. 
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In the end I will talk about Agni’s works in short-I have been requested by her 

to do that, to highlight the work of other authors in Agnishatdal, I will talk 

about her works in Agnijaat. 

 

Treats:  

 

Happy birthday again Brian! Wish you the very best in life! 

 

In the treats section Agnijaat and Agnishatdal Book 11 has been announced. 

We will get the links in Falgun issue though. 

 

Book trailer- sounds great! 

 

Aqson by Koel Sreejib sounds like a good book. I will say I rather loved the 

way Koel portrayed mythical characters in her book. Will try to check out the 

book. There was an interview attached of course, glad to know a bit about the 

author. 

 

Changes by Carolyn Page- Sounds like a journey into enlightenment, a wise 

soul guiding others! It had an interview too, a beautiful one I will say. 

 

Pikatron by Troy David Loy sounds like a great piece of read! 

 

Hammer house of Mystery- will check out a few movies. 

 

Authors book in amazon, sounds good! Will be checking on them, maybe grab 

a copy and critique them too! 

 

Achchhan Maharaj- it was great to know about him, I have not even heard his 

name I believe! 

 

Pierce Brosnan as James Bond- He was hot as hell! 
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Ali Akbar Khan- Will have to check YouTube for his music, good to know about 

the musician a bit. I have only heard his name. 

 

Pebble- She is full of curses but awfully cute! 

 

Idli- I love the sambhar that comes with it! 

 

Minutes Together: Money Money Money is a scary story and as far as 

newspapers say it is a horrific reality to many youngsters desperate for job in 

our super-corrupted country. 

 

Loved the Bengali poem and the hindi poem both. Thank you for adding my 

work in your ezine Agni. 

 

Ancient religions by Joshua Mark was an interesting read! 

 

Garuda- Fascinating story about Lord Vishnu’s vahana from puranas! 

 

Words- nothing annoys more than absconding sleep. 

 

Ponga Pandit- loving the cartoon strip! 

 

The sketches all through the ezine were pretty!  

 

That is it I guess! See you again next month, and thank you Agni/Sharmishtha 

for translating my works! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Labanya 
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WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
Poush Agnijaat 

By 
Labanya 

 
Agnijaat Poush 1426, December 2019 

https://gumroad.com/l/jKvWy 

https://shoptly.com/i/mom 

 

Indie Author Speaks 8: Being a much timid person I don’t think I will dare to 

do what Doris Gross the founder of Fempress Media and Mrs. Globalicious did, 

but I do believe we should be our own mentors, because who will know 

ourselves better than us? I always advocate for safe risks too, to pursue your 

dreams if they are offbeat! 

 

One boat please: Don’t I agree with these words! I grew up with a “staunch 

women lib advocate” who married a caveman for social recognition only I feel, 

and before that she spewed venom against men but was surrounded by them 

all the time, serving her hands and feet! Ha! 

 

Techbabble: I believe this is another one that ticks us off these days, the way 

things are getting shoved down our gullets by force. Even if we pay for those 

articles! Monopoly is the worst thing! 

 

poverty: Try to live an honest life in India and you will know how poverty 

kills souls, the rich keep the poor folks poor to exploit them in every sense! 

Especially to do their dirty jobs! Had they been not poor they would have 

most probably never had been so complying! Hope so at least! 

 

SOS: Grew up with one! She used to make others work for her and whenever 

an outsider showed up she used to convince them that she did all that! 

 

WOW: Very soothing! But I am too tangled in attachments! 

https://gumroad.com/l/jKvWy
https://shoptly.com/i/mom
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Goa Inquisition: Things people did, are doing and will do defiling the name of 

God and religions! Human beings are simply bad seeds! 

 

Everything in time: So close to my heart! I believe in keeping multiple 

options in hands, so that if nine go wrong you can bank on the tenth! 

 

Fun and Frolic section: 

 

The drover by Pat Ritter: Reading its first chapter and I thoroughly enjoyed 

the piece. It is a fascinating journey into the life of Australian cowboys and 

girls! 

 

Agnijaat and Agnishatdal Book 11: Both books sound pretty serious! 

 

Patreon August 2019 critique by Troy: Great critique, the stories sound 

very interesting! 

 

10 serials: Have to check them out in YouTube and see how many I will enjoy! 

 

Indian Raga Now: 

 

Nitin Mukesh- tried a few songs, love his voice. Sad he sang so few! 

 

Johnny Walker- Loved his songs a lot! 

 

Up: Watched it, pretty cute movie. 

 

Something divine: Oh yes! Such things are blessed by God! To think you 

witnessed a butterfly laying egg and you could nurse them to become 

beautiful butterflies, all of them! Wow! 

 

Youtube channel: Already checked them all out. 

 



101  Agnijaat and Agnishatdal Yearbook 2019 

 

Storytime: 

 

Red roses: This was really, really heartwarming! 

 

Poush Sankranti: delicious! 

 

Theme: Forest- Love trees. God how I will so love to spend a few years near a 

forest! So very much! A very lovely collection of works and artworks. 

 

The cartoon: This is something that have made me pretty angry too, if you 

watch the documentaries on wildlife you will start believing that it is mostly 

death, gore and violence out there! There is not much beauty in the 

wilderness! 

 

In the end quite enjoyed the Ezine, and its colourful sketches/paintings 

specially! 

 

That is it I guess! See you again next month, and thank you Agni/Sharmishtha 

for translating my works! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Labanya 
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Agnishatdal Magh 1426 

( https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu ) 

Critique: 
 

By your good old editor, few words about the works of my much 

cherished authors. So the critiques will be short and sweet! 

 

Agnishatdal Magh 1426, January 2020 

https://gumroad.com/l/RUPvJ 

Agnishatdal Magh 1426, January 2020 

https://shoptly.com/i/nis 

 

By your good old editor! Few words about the works of my much 

cherished authors. So the critiques will be honest, short and sweet!  

 

Khola akasher neeche by Labanya: I feel so jealous when someone talks 

about a night sky full of stars! I get so green with envy! I so miss those nights 

when we could lie on the rooftop and watch them twinkle. Oh I so miss that 

serene beauty. A fabulous poem by Labanya. 

 

That strange circus show by saptarchi: Does not it tickle our wicked bones! 

To go to parliament and ask the ministers who runs the country when they 

are out on the roads for months trying to lure voters! 

 

Masai  by Brieuc Martin Onraet: one thing is for sure Masai homes and their 

food is not for me but their love to their own culture is priceless. I rather love 

to imagine a world where people will respect differences and let others be, I 

mean everyone will leave others alone, treat them with respect, if possible 

love or compassion! So even though I will say Masai lifestyle is too bizarre for 

me still it is their life and as long as they don’t harm others… 

Vikrama aur betala by Raghunandan Kuppuswamy: brought back 

childhood memories, I have read vetala panchvingshati in Bengali again and 

https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu
https://gumroad.com/l/RUPvJ
https://shoptly.com/i/nis
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again, then there was that horrible TV serial, I can still hear the laugh of the 

vetala every time he flew back to the tree. Ha! Let us see what Raghu is about 

to share with us! 

 

Surprise Quid Novi by Troy David Loy:  Troy is an artist when it comes to 

surprises, surprise indeed was a scary surprise for Cato a bit funny for us! 

 

We reincarnate by Dom Collucci: Human life is a strange journey, we think 

we don’t know anything or know everything, then at one moment we realize 

what we know or don’t know, or we just breeze through the life too busy to 

ponder about these issues! Amazing poem as always! 

 

Bitter Pill dose 27 by Bitter Pill: politics 2: We who have been screwed by 

the communist government are already seeing red. We sincerely believe that 

these twisted sociopaths won’t get back to controls of this state by hook or by 

crook!  

 

Clippings by Freya Pickard: It is like a fantastic collection of poetries and 

stories gifted to you every three months. Amazing works. 

 

The Drovers  by Pat Ritters: Loved this spooky twist at the end. Lucky kid 

that she did not vanished in front of his eyes. Ha! Another fascinating piece by 

an amazing author whose works may become school study materials soon! 

Way to go Pat! We all are praying that the offer you have received materializes 

with great success! 

 

Dirkball 10 by Robert Sherriff: an adorable painting of squirrel family. Our 

prayers are with you Rob, you will soon come out of the rough patch you are 

going through! 
 

I believe that will be it for my critique as an editor, you will have to  
read the rest in Ezine. Of course there is truckloads of more works 
there! 
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WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
Magh Agnishatdal 

 

Agnishatdal Magh 1426, January 2020 

https://gumroad.com/l/RUPvJ 

Agnishatdal Magh 1426, January 2020 

https://shoptly.com/i/nis 

 

Hi friends, let us begin! 

 

The ezine begins with a tribute to Hemchandra, again I knew nothing 

about him. He started the shwetambara sect of Jainism and ensured its 

strong foundation in Gujarat. He was a great scholar and writer too. Once 

this country was full of scholars and teachers in real sense!  

 

That strange circus show by saptarchi: I will say this one was very 

provocative! One do wonders these days that what exactly do the ministers do 

for betterment of the country when they are not out wooing the votebanks. 

 

Masai  by Brieuc Martin Onraet: Can’t say I will eat traditional Masai food or 

live in their traditionally built homes but every civilization is fascinating to 

me, as long as they don’t harm others. That is when I feel annoyed or agast! 

 

Vikrama aur betala by Raghunandan Kuppuswamy: I read these stories as 

a kid and quite enjoyed them though the riddles were pretty tough for me, 

have not read them since then will have to try and see if I get a hindi/English 

copy of the original. I just love Raghu’s stories, they are such complete reads! 

 

Surprise Quid Novi by Troy David Loy:  Surprise was a surprise for sure! 

Imagine looking at the sky and discovering it was actually someone’s face or 

part of that! 

 

We reincarnate by Dom Collucci: human existence truly is a puzzle to 

https://gumroad.com/l/RUPvJ
https://shoptly.com/i/nis
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thinkers! 

Bitter Pill dose 27 by Bitter Pill: politics 2: Agreed, this tango of 

communists and BJP in Bengal is worrying everyone with a brain! Indian 

politicians are destroying this country and the population is either hitting 

jackpot with them or starving, dying! 

 

Clippings by Freya Pickard: This sounds like a great newsletter, I will 

subscribe or ask Agni to give me her copies! 

 

The Drovers  by Pat Ritters: good that she did not disappeared right in front 

of him! That would have scared the kid to death I suspect! 

 

Dirkball 10 by Robert Sherriff: Cute painting, will be checking out rest of his 

books. 

 

In the end I will talk about Agni’s works in short-I have been requested by her 

to do that, to highlight the work of other authors in Agnishatdal, I will talk 

about her works in Agnijaat. 

 

Treats:  

 

Three beautiful cards, lovely ones at that! 

 

In the treats section Agnijaat and Agnishatdal Book 11 has been announced. 

We will get the links in Falgun issue though. 

 

Logan’s time by Dayna Leigh Chesser sounds like a fascinating read. A trip into 

medieval Scotland! I love that country a lot because of its scenic beauty and of 

course its majestic castles. There was an interview attached of course, glad to 

know a bit about the author. 

 

Tree becomes a soul by Dom Collucci- Quite an admirer of Dom’s writing, I am 

damn sure that this book will be a gem worth keeping! 
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Pikatron by Troy David Loy sounds like a great reading material with fractals 

as added beauty! 

 

The wraith- It was indeed a cute, heart-warming movie with some jump 

scares of course. 

 

SBs’ book in amazon, sounds good! Will be checking on them, maybe grab a 

copy and critique them too! 

 

Lachchu Maharaj- it was great to know about him, I have not even heard his 

name I believe. I will see if I can get more on internet. 

 

Wes Craven horror movies truly were a bit different than bandwagon! I liked 

many of them quite a lot. 

 

Annapurna Devi- I have heard that her talent was wasted by some personal 

reason, had she been performing in public she would have outshone her 

brother or ex husband Pt. Ravishankar. I personally feel talented artists 

should share their talent with public. 

 

Lucy Show- Watched an episode and quite enjoyed it. She was funny! 

 

Dosa is absolutely delicious! Sambhar is bonus with it. 

 

Minutes Together: Royal marriage was a sad story with poetic justice or sort 

of justice at the end. 

 

Loved the Bengali poem and the hindi poem both. Thank you for adding my 

work in your ezine Agni. 

 

Indian history is an interesting read! One will say Abdali used India as his 

savings account, whenever he ran out of money he extracted some from India. 
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Boy! What a…..  

 

Wayward brahmin- Fascinating story, these stories say so much about the 

wisdom of those who shared these stories!  

 

Words- baby animals are more beautiful than human babies! 

 

Ponga Pandit- another good set. So sounds like communist propaganda! 

 

The sketches all through the ezine were pretty!  

 

That is it I guess! See you again next month, and thank you Agni/Sharmishtha 

for translating my works! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Labanya 

Magh Agnishatdal critique 
 
by 

Troy David Loy 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

iravu vanakkam. naandaan Troy. It’s time for Magh’s critique of Agnishatdal, 

and I’ve such sights to show you – without creepy puzzle-boxes!  

Let Us Begin…. Our virtual trip to India Lovely pic this issue, with women 

carrying jugs atop their heads, from what seems to be near a local well or 

other watering source. A good selection of colors! 

  

Hemchandra It’s always cool to read of interesting scholars, and this man 

counts as such. I wonder how his work compares to, say, that of Nagarjuna, 

and his tetralemma-based logics?  

 

That Strange Circus Show Saptarchi asks a question of the usefulness, or its 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy
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lacking, of strutting politicians! 

  

Masai: 2 of 4 I’m impressed that the Masai have held onto their culture as 

they have. Brieuc adds further details to this story of a people little 

understood by most Westerners!  

 

Vikram aur Betal Part 1: Raghu A wise king is told stories by a quick-witted 

ghost, and in this tale, an evil ascetic seeks to gain supernatural powers, kill 

that same king and rule the world! Does the king prevail? I enjoyed this 

muchly. 

  

Bitter Pill Dose 27: Politics BP discusses the rule by red cadres in Bengal, 

and a terrifying look at the state’s past, and foreboding vision of the near 

future of WB! 

  

The authoress reviews the book Logan’s Time and interviews its author 

Dayna Leigh Chesser this issue! Cool! 

  

Royal Marriage from Agnimalya Patreon A complex romantic situation 

develops between the kingdom of simians and the kingdom of jackals when 

the Prince of jackals runs from an arranged marriage and falls for another girl. 

Who is it that REALLY lives happily ever after in this tale? Got a real tickle out 

of this one from the ending!  

 

Khola akash I really enjoyed Labanya’s poem from this issue, as well as SB’s 

Bengali and Hindi poems, particularly the first, “Brishti”  

 

The Authoress’s painting this issue, “Saraswatipuja” shows the Goddess 

sitting on a lotus attended by a swan. Liked this one a lot!  

 

Republic Day This painting has an ominous message, told with only a few 

words and a pair of eyes!  
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Glimpses of Past: Ahmad Shah Abdali He was persistent, I’ll give him that, 

but there’s something seriously messed up when a man’s hobby is compulsive 

serial invasions!  

Story from Ved and Puran: Wayward Son A pious man falls into arrogance, 

and is sent to learn from many teachers, each important in his journey, though 

he grasps it not at first. Does he finally get the meaning behind it all? 

Amazingly fun to read!  

 

Ponga Pandit 13 The evil teacher plots to train his students in teamwork, 

but teamwork to do the WRONG thing – coordination in service to evil deeds! 

 

So, here we are! I’ll be back very soon for Falgun’s Twins, and until then, I say, 

nanri, and bid you… …vanakkam. 

 
WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 

Magh Agnijaat 
By 

Labanya 
 

Agnijaat Magh 1426, January 2020 

https://gumroad.com/l/bJPEQ 

https://shoptly.com/i/nir 

 

Indie Author Speaks 10: After previous month’s adventurous post this one 

was a reminder, don’t go overboard when you are pursuing your dreams or 

hopes. Thredda certainly had some very wise words to say. 

 

Acid tongue: I believe every woman will agree how manipulative women can 

be often, their tongues are good adversaries of bestial strength applied by 

men to control everything around them. 

 

Techbabble: I personally firmly believe that behind all big talks the apps 

https://gumroad.com/l/bJPEQ
https://shoptly.com/i/nir
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installed in our smartphones see, hear, read more than they should! God only 

knows how much more hackers accomplish if they hack into our systems! 

Push sale: Well I think it is a field of expertise of India, in business and in 

personal life. Look how they give dowry to get good matches for their 

mediocre or substandard daughters, or how they give bribe to get government 

jobs or contracts! So it is no wonder that shopkeepers get benefited by the 

same! 

 

SOS: shrewd manipulators very often are undetectable. Their prey realize that 

scary truth after getting devoured but it is always smart to safeguard 

ourselves. 

 

WOW: Agreed. I too believe one can be a sage after performing all his or 

duties to social life. 

 

History of India: A meticulous study of Indian history I presume, this is the 

first part of the article, explaining the effect of environment on people. 

 

Preferences change: A pretty personal essay about how authoresses’ views 

about human beings and mates have changed over years. We do change with 

time, we should and should try to change for better I guess! 

 

Fun and Frolic section: 

 

Click  go the shears by Pat Ritter: Is it a song or the name of the novel is 

based on a song? I think the latter! 

 

Agnijaat and Agnishatdal Book 11: Both pieces are pretty serious! BP talks 

against brainless mingling of everything and everyone, FTQFS is about bestial 

nature of human beings. 

 

Pikatron August 2018 critique by Editor: Will have to get the newsletter 

from Agni. 
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10 silly questions: Don’t we all have these questions for the movie makers 

who treat their viewers like imbeciles! 

Indian Raga Now: Kishor Kumar- One of the legends of hindi movies, he has 

sang many songs, acted in many a movies and was a great comedian and 

fantastic singer when it came to light songs or romantic songs. 

 

Chhabi Biswas- He was super amazing, mind-blowing! 

 

Princess and the frog: another hilarious movie with a good storyline from 

Disney. 

 

childhood: favorite days for most of us! Those days filled with blessed 

innocence! 

 

Youtube channel: Already checked them all out. 

 

Storytime: 

The admirer: This one was lighter side of a really annoying/grim side of 

Romeo Juliette syndrome of Indians. It has always ticked me off greatly when 

absolutely unworthy men thought they could woo, stalk or heckle me! Even 

the rickshawallas and beggars of India think they are Amitabh Bachchan 

(inspired by him and likes of him of course) and can chase the daughters of 

millionaires! The result of refusal is not very good when it comes to middle 

class girls though! I so wish Indian movies were not provoking these things all 

the time! 

 

Saraswatipuja: the puja of all writers and artists I guess. 

 

Theme: space- space is fascinating! The  more I watch documentaries on it 

the more I love to watch them! Just can’t have enough of them! It is a very 

lovely collection of works and artworks by SB, loved the paintings especially. 

 



113  Agnijaat and Agnishatdal Yearbook 2019 

 

The cartoon: Good one. 

 

In the end quite enjoyed the Ezine, and its colourful sketches/paintings 

specially! 

 

That is it I guess! See you again next month, and thank you Agni/Sharmishtha 

for translating my works! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Labanya 

 
Magh Agnijaat 

By 
Troy David Loy 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy 

 

Eeek! I’m back! naandaan Troy! Welcome for Magh 1426’s review of Fireborn! 

Here are a few of the key features this issue!  

 

Indie Author Speaks: Few Tips 10 Some useful advice here on marketing 

and business suggestions. In particular be very skeptical of those claiming to 

have life-coach credentials!  

 

From the Quill of Femme Sole: acid Tongues The creator notes that while 

men often have the edge in sheer upper-body strength, be careful about 

getting on a woman’s bad side, especially when a woman yourself!  

 

Techbabble: “We Don’t Eavesdrop” Or so protest a wee bit many computer 

and phone companies! Here, the Authoress notes the pervasiveness, and 

perverseness, of social media marketing and content tracking algorithms!  

 

India Now: Push Selling Here’s a piece on the sneaky sales tactics and 

marketing of businesses with sub-par products, who are not only shills, but 

https://www.amazon.com/author/troyloy
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not adverse to being bribed as well! Caveat Emptor!  

 

My Pen: Preferences Change The Authoress discusses the shift in her views 

over time, on matters of deep personal import.  

 

10 Silly Questions The creator notes some pretty succinct things to ask when 

watching a typical sf or horror movie, pointing out the things that are done by 

characters too stupid for their own (in movie) profession or IQ, things 

someone with a brain would never do!  

 

INDIAN RAGA NOW: Kishore Kumar Hmmm. Listening to a collection of 

Kumar’s songs as I type this, and he’s really not that bad. I’m impressed! 

Here’s the linky I found to the collection on YouTube: https:// 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=2G_UUDdzHiQ  

 

Sweet Memories – Something divine! The Authoress takes us back to a time 

of taking nectar from flowers, similar in some respects to sampling the 

honeysuckles here in the States. Fun stuff!  

 

SBPnB from Patreon January Suresh tries to woo a girl with false claims of 

wealth, claims which catch up with him, destroying any hope of marriage to 

her. Honesty isn’t just a policy, nor merely a tactic, but a way to avoid 

embarrassing oneself.  

 

The theme for this month is…Space! Here are seven poems in seven styles 

on a variety of astronomical and astrophysical topics, from stars being born to 

worlds dying as their sun sheds its outer layers and consumes its children. 

Good stuff!  

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2G_UUDdzHiQ
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Agnishatdal Falgun 1426 

( https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu ) 

Critique by SB 
 

Agnishatdal Falgun 1426, February 2020 

https://gumroad.com/l/PpWy 

Agnishatdal Magh 1426, January 2020 

https://shoptly.com/i/owh 

 

By your good old editor! Few words about the works of my much 

cherished authors. So the critiques will be honest, short and sweet!  

 

Rituraj by Labanya: A beautiful poem celebrating spring- the festival of love, 

youth and colours! 

 

The great Indian nautanki by saptarchi: The farce goes on and on for sure, 

one wonders when Indian public will grow up, wake up and utilize their rights 

to create a better country! 

 

Masai  by Brieuc Martin Onraet: Brian’s photographs and his writing both 

are amazing, usually one shines at one side! He is one amazing author with 

magic fingers when it comes to photography! 

 

Vikrama aur betala by Raghunandan Kuppuswamy: Don’t remember this 

story, so I will be waiting for the next issue quite eagerly. Human beings and 

their almost always coveting what their neighbours have! 

 

The Meera by Troy David Loy:  Troy is an amazing author when it comes to 

sci-fi and after Saru this is the next character I can swear he is enjoying 

writing! Let us see what Meera has to show in future! 

 

Kungfu breath by Dom Collucci: When it comes to poems about nature no 

https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu
https://gumroad.com/l/PpWy
https://shoptly.com/i/owh


117  Agnijaat and Agnishatdal Yearbook 2019 

 

one can beat soulbro. I just love and adore his poems revolving around nature. 

He turns them into magic. 

 

Bitter Pill dose 28 by Bitter Pill: politics 3: How communists destroyed the 

crown jewel of India!  

 

Clippings by Freya Pickard: Another fascinating newsletter. Freya has 

changed the style of her newsletters, so this section will stop soon. 

 

The shearer  by Pat Ritters: New Story! Now, waking up in jail without 

remembering why is certainly a living nightmare! That too in that stinky one! 

Well, waiting to read what caused the imprisonment! 

 

Both feet gounded  by Citizen Null: Well, repeated a post by Citizen Null, 

politicians are so alike all over the world are not they? One should show them 

their right place! 

 

I believe that will be it for my critique as an editor, you will have to  read 

the rest in Ezine. Of course there is truckloads of more works there! 

 

Agnishatdal Falgun 1426 

( https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu ) 

Critique by Labanya 
 

Agnishatdal Falgun 1426, February 2020 

https://gumroad.com/l/PpWy 

Agnishatdal Magh 1426, January 2020 

https://shoptly.com/i/owh 

 

Hi friends, let us begin! 

 

The ezine begins with a tribute to Jaydeva, well, I think many have heard his 

https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu
https://gumroad.com/l/PpWy
https://shoptly.com/i/owh
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name, I belong to that category, I have read a few works [translations] by him 

too. They are pretty nice. These poets are true gems and their talent is pretty 

enviable! 

 

The great Indian nautanki by saptarchi: Only if it was not performed at our 

cost! 

 

Masai  by Brieuc Martin Onraet: skip the spears, they slightly look like 

Buddhist monks. 

 

Vikrama aur betala by Raghunandan Kuppuswamy: Sounds like a great story 

in progress and Mr. Kuppuswamy is a great storyteller! I am all curiosity 

about what will happen next!  

 

The Meera by Troy David Loy:  Just loved the way she tackled the jackass! 

Served him right! A great character in building Mr. Loy! 

 

Kungfu breath by Dom Collucci: What a beauty! Love clouds! This poem 

captures their beauty and the mystery around them beautifully. 

 

Bitter Pill dose 28 by Bitter Pill: politics 3: How Bangladeshi communists 

butchered West Bengal- our generation [honest ones] will sign any paper that 

claims that! 

 

Clippings by Freya Pickard: This sounds like a great newsletter, I will 

subscribe or ask Agni to give me her copies! 

 

The shearer  by Pat Ritters: New Story! Now, waking up in jail without 

remembering why is certainly a living nightmare! 

 

Both feet gounded  by Citizen Null: New author? An interesting piece, it 

appears politicians all over the world are getting over-confident. Someone 

should do something about that! Snip them back to their real sizes I mean! 



119  Agnijaat and Agnishatdal Yearbook 2019 

 

In the end I will talk about Agni’s works in short-I have been requested by her 

to do that, to highlight the work of other authors in Agnishatdal, I will talk 

about her works in Agnijaat. 

 

Treats:  

 

A shot of Dakshineshwar temple and pitiable condition of “real Ganges” in 

hyper Hindu India! 

 

In the treats section Agnijaat and Agnishatdal Book 11 links have been 

provided. 

 

Between two fires by Tony Williams sounds like an interesting read. The 

interview of the author was truly enjoyable! 

 

The final death by Andrew Mowere- Sounds like a fun read! Just love fantasy 

stories, especially if they are well-written! The interview with the author was 

much desirable bonus! 

 

Pikatron by Troy David Loy sounds like a great reading material with fractals 

as added beauty! 

 

The wraith- It was indeed a cute, heart-warming movie with some jump 

scares of course. Dearie, you repeated this post! 

 

SBs’ book in amazon, sounds good! Will be checking on them, maybe grab a 

copy and critique them too! 

 

Binadin Maharaj- Never heard his name. How callous we are when it comes to 

our talents! Look at YouTube it is filled with Western artists and their works! 

Wish we were like them! 

 

Tales from dark side:  Will check out if I can manage a few episodes or more in 
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YouTube, and another slip Agni! You forgot the title. Seems you were written 

by Spring bug this month! 

 

Biswajit Roychoudhury- Never heard his name. Gotta check YouTube. 

 

Youtubia-Black Sunday- Will check out! Add a little gist of the movie/series if 

you can please! 

 

Sambhar Vada is absolutely delicious! Sambhar is bonus with it. 

 

True Treasure David Attenborough: He absolutely is! 

 

Minutes Together: the story this month was truly heart-breaking. 

 

Loved the Bengali poem and the hindi poem both. Thank you for adding my 

work in your ezine Agni. 

 

Al Biruni sounds like a great scholar, to think he learned Sanskrit well enough 

to translate books to Persian! Really jealous!  

 

Yayati- Indra really was not a good character at all!  

 

Words- beauty! Maybe it is just a figment of our imagination! 

 

Ponga Pandit- another good set. So sounds like communist propaganda! 

 

The sketches all through the ezine were pretty!  

 

That is it I guess! See you again next month, and thank you Agni/Sharmishtha 

for translating my works! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Labanya 
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WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
Agnijaat Falgun 1426, February  

( https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu ) 
https://gumroad.com/sharmishthabasu 

Critique by Labanya 
 

Agnijaat Falgun 1426, February 2020 

https://gumroad.com/l/PpWy 

https://shoptly.com/i/owg 

 
Indie Author Speaks 11: This month it is about blurb writing, I am absolutely 

lousy at this art, that is, I have never written a book blurb but scored 

miserably at their academic counterpart-gist. Never scored more than 2/3 in 

10 marks! I certainly may end up practicing the skill. It may be fun. 

 

Acid tongue: I don’t think men are as jealous of other men as women are of 

other women, I believe inferiority complex and weakness are basis of this trait 

and women have been abused too long thus have mastered these two vices 

real well. No matter how much they succeed they rarely let go these two vices. 

 

Techbabble: Microsoft Word editors are horrible! Honestly! 

 

Hell Houses: Modern builders really don’t know how to build houses that will 

last, be comfortable and suitable for the area in which they are built! I can 

vouch on that too! They just use same materials and other things everywhere I 

suspect! 

 

SOS: Not very fond of manipulators, too gullible thus really hate them! 

 

WOW: Oh yes! Anyone who has conquered desire and anger is blessed and 

indeed a sage! Are there any? 

 

https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu
https://gumroad.com/sharmishthabasu
https://gumroad.com/l/PpWy
https://shoptly.com/i/owg
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History of India: Harappan civilization is fascinating, but it is still being 

unraveled, a meticulous book on this topic written by an actual historian will 

be really cool! 

 

Bhaiphonta: Apparently Agni was in real hurry last month, I skipped it in the 

first miss but now I think I will point it out, hey! You did not changed the titles 

of the essays twice- first in techbabble and then in my pen, well, I know all 

about bhaiphonta. One of the favorite festivals of Bengalis!  

 

Fun and Frolic section: 

 

Closing the gap by Pat Ritter: This one sounds like a story written by a noble 

heart, it is sad when parents fail and kids run away from home and end up in 

hell, not always are the children responsible and other way round. But before 

becoming parents adults should do some soul-searching whether or not they 

are really parent materials! Kids are not pets or toys, play with them and then 

just feed them or pack them up in boxes! These days if you observe kids you 

will know one thing-most parents are worthless! Sorry parents! You guys are 

mostly pitiable or worse, despicable! 

 

Agnijaat and Agnishatdal Book 11: Both pieces are pretty serious! BP talks 

against brainless mingling of everything and everyone, FTQFS is about bestial 

nature of human beings. This month we got the buying links of the books too 

and the actual covers. 

 

Pikatron July 2018 critique by Editor: Will have to get the newsletter from 

Agni. 

 

10 unforgettable movies: Will check them out! 

 

Indian Raga Now: 

 

Amit Kumar- I too like Amit Kumar’s singing more than I like Kishor Kumar’s. 
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Anil Chatterjee- He was a very talented actor, wish he had acted in many 

more movies. 

 

Zootopia: sounds like a fun movie. 

 

Sweet blessings: I too feel envious of those who took birth on special days, 

especially Hindu religious dates I mean. 

 

Youtube channel: Already checked them all out. 

 

Storytime: 

 

Wolves: This one was downright creepy! Honestly, who knows who is picking 

up the phone or answering our smses! Creepy pasta! 

 

Shivratri: I sort of love Lord Shiva. He has sacrificed so much, so many times 

for us, human beings, it is impossible to not love him! 

 

Theme: moon- show me a person who is not goo goo eyes about moon! I will 

feel a bit sorry for him or her. 

 

The cartoon blackhole: hilarious and hatrick! You did it again Agni, congrats! 

You did not change the title!  good that you changed it in the index, I had to 

crawl back there to see the name of the cartoon! 

 

In the end quite enjoyed the Ezine, and its colourful sketches/paintings 

specially! 

 

That is it I guess! See you again next month, and thank you Agni/Sharmishtha 

for translating my works! 

 

Yours sincerely, Labanya  
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Agnishatdal Chaitra 1426 

( https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu ) 

Critique by SB 
 

Agnishatdal Chaitra 1426, March 2020 

https://gumroad.com/l/pmPKO 

https://shoptly.com/i/cwc 

 

By your good old editor! Few words about the works of my much 

cherished authors. So the critiques will be honest, short and sweet!  

 

Ateet by Labanya: Fantastic poem, haunting and beautiful. 

 

Glory days by saptarchi: A question that haunts so many of us, will Bengal 

ever shine again, chances look slim with each passing day though! Apparently 

whoever sits on throne of Bengal becomes Ravana for sure! 

 

Masai  by Brieuc Martin Onraet: Finally the story concludes with a set of 

photographs that makes me envious, Brian you have had a wonderful life! 

Thank you for sharing these with us! 

 

Vikrama aur betala by Raghunandan Kuppuswamy: I wonder what will 

happen next, will those creatures really come to life? 

 

Gardens of Sarusammog by Troy David Loy:  I love Saru, enjoy every story 

about him, I have read this one before and will love to read more of Saru for 

sure! 

 

Never go back by Dom Collucci: Life truly is one way road, there is no turning 

back and going back! Once you have moved forward your past is gone forever! 

Great reminder soulbro. 

 

https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu
https://gumroad.com/l/pmPKO
https://shoptly.com/i/cwc
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Bitter Pill dose 28 by Bitter Pill: politics 4: One wonders if politicians are born 

with conscience and then they dump it or they are born without it from their 

mother’s womb! 

 

The shearer  by Pat Ritters: Great piece, well he was lucky that he was not 

jailed, only held there to calm him down! Lucky him!  

Dirkball by Robert Sherriff: another beautiful painting from the book! 

 

I believe that will be it for my critique as an editor, you will have to  read 

the rest in Ezine. Of course there is truckloads of more works there! 

 

Agnishatdal Chaitra 1426 

( https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu ) 

Critique by Labanya 
 

Agnishatdal Chaitra 1426, March 2020 

https://gumroad.com/l/pmPKO 

https://shoptly.com/i/cwc 

 

Hi friends, let us begin! 

 

The ezine begins with a tribute to Kalidasa, I have read Bengali translation of 

few of his works and he was one of those writers that made me ache to learn 

Sanskrit well enough to understand his works! Life had other plans! He is as 

famous as Shakespeare is in English world and equally or more revered. I have 

read his biography too, reading one more time is quite alright for me! 

 

Glory days by saptarchi: S speaks out for so many of us through his/her 

works! What have these politicians done to you Bengal! The glory of India 

past! 

 

Masai  by Brieuc Martin Onraet: Not at all fond of hunters, unless of course 

https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu
https://gumroad.com/l/pmPKO
https://shoptly.com/i/cwc
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they fight with bare hands! So this month’s piece was not fun at all, loved the 

pix though! Mr. Onraet certainly have lived quite a life! 

 

Vikrama aur betala by Raghunandan Kuppuswamy: great instalment Mr. 

Kuppuswamy, now I will be waiting for next month to read what happens 

next! Ha! 

 

Gardens of Sarusammog by Troy David Loy:  Another fascinating piece by Mr. 

Loy, the description of Saru is quite fun, cute and intimidating too! 

 

Never go back by Dom Collucci: Wise words. If only we could turn back the 

clock! Life is just like that, once you have moved forth there is no turning back! 

Great words of wisdom Mr. Collucci. 

 

Bitter Pill dose 28 by Bitter Pill: politics 4: Politicians in general are repulsive, 

don’t know if Indians are exceptionally bad or they all are peas of same pod 

excluding a few! They really stink! 

 

Clippings by Freya Pickard: This sounds like a great newsletter, I will 

subscribe or ask Agni to give me her copies! 

 

The shearer  by Pat Ritters: Well finally the officer shared the news to the man 

how he ended up in jail, good thing is he was not imprisoned, just restrained! 

 

Dirkball by Robert Sherriff: cute pic. 

 

In the end I will talk about Agni’s works in short-I have been requested by her 

to do that, to highlight the work of other authors in Agnishatdal, I will talk 

about her works in Agnijaat. 

 

Treats:  

 

Two lovely shots- one from holi and the other one from her photography trip! 
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In the treats section Agnijaat and Agnishatdal Book 11 links have been 

provided. 

 

Final life by Andrew Mowere: Fantasy story, will have to check it out and see if 

I can get a copy to read! The interview with the author was really great as 

usual. Love to know about the person writing the things! 

 

Love continues from within by Dom Collucci-Love Mr. Collucci’s works, so I 

am pretty sure the book will be a treasure trove! 

 

Pikatron by Troy David Loy sounds like a great reading material with fractals 

as added beauty! 

 

SBs’ book in amazon, sounds good! Will be checking on them, maybe grab a 

copy and critique them too! 

 

Kalkaprasad Maharaj- Never heard his name. How callous we are when it 

comes to our talents! Look at YouTube it is filled with Western artists and 

their works! Wish we were like them! 

 

Haunting hour:  Have watched a few episodes in YouTube, they are really 

great! Absolutely loved them. 

 

Hafiz Ali Khan- So he is Ustad Amjad Ali Khan’s father. Will check out YouTube 

if there is any piece by him. 

 

Youtubia-Frankenstein- Will check out! Thanks for adding a bit about the 

story. 

 

True Treasure Carl Sagan: He absolutely is! 

 

Golgappa is absolutely delicious! My mouth waters when I think about it! 
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Minutes Together: this month’s story ventriloquism was scary and tragic. 

 

Loved the Bengali poem and the hindi poem both. Thank you for adding my 

work in your ezine Agni. 

 

Chandbiwi was in our history book, she certainly was brave and inspiring!  

 

Kamoda- thought provoking story! Can’t say I don’t feel sad for the daitya!  

 

Words- butterflies- do you know someone that does not loves butterflies? A 

cute pic made the post perfect. 

 

Ponga Pandit- another good tip! 

 

The sketches all through the ezine were pretty!  

 

That is it I guess! See you again next month, and thank you Agni/Sharmishtha 

for translating my works! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Labanya 

WHAT DID THE CRITICS SAID ABOUT 
Agnijaat Chaitra 1426, March 

( https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu ) 
https://gumroad.com/sharmishthabasu 

Critique by Labanya 
 

Agnijaat Chaitra 1426, March 2020 

https://gumroad.com/l/fBwVj 

https://shoptly.com/i/cwo 

 

https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu
https://gumroad.com/sharmishthabasu
https://gumroad.com/l/fBwVj
https://shoptly.com/i/cwo
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Indie Author Speaks 12: Quite liked the editing tips shared by Agni, they all 

are quite good and should be kept in mind. If you edit your own writing or 

hire someone to edit it for you, or someone does it for you! 

 

FTQFS: A scary reality in conservative societies, where men can’t directly 

approach and seduce women they hire women to lure women out to them! 

Eternal and tragic reality! 

 

Techbabble: Well, just read the forums, these days customer care executives 

are losing their ethics, manners and expertise steadily all over the country! 

 

The unexpected: Sometimes life teaches us viciously to save a penny for 

rainy day! Like the thing happened to Agni. 

 

SOS: Many of the miseries caused to us are by other human beings, not luck or 

fate, that is a sure truth, and quite often by those we trust deeply! 

 

WOW: Very true, if only I could conquer half of myself! 

 

History of India: Interesting piece on early Aryan civilization. Though these 

days many historians claim that Aryans are not outsiders but Dravidians 

evolved. 

 

Fun and Frolic section: 

Confessions of an alcoholic by Pat Ritter: Sounds like a great story, from 

which many can learn, the ones who are on the brink of alcoholism or the ones 

that already are! It is a horrible addiction. 

 

Agnijaat and Agnishatdal Book 12: Books will be published in early May, 

will be waiting. 

 

Pikatron September 2018 critique by Editor: Will have to get the 

newsletter from Agni. 
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10 unforgettable movies: Have watched a few, will check out the rest. 

 

Indian Raga Now: 

 

K.L. Sehgal- He was awesome. 

 

Utpal Dutt- I have watched him in many hindi movies and few Bengali movies 

he rocks! 

 

Tinkerbell and never beast: Will have to try my luck and see if I can get the 

movie. 

 

Mother nature: Kolkata chokes me too, but what can we do about it? 

 

Youtube channel: Already checked them all out. 

 

Storytime: 

 

Flying monkeys: Short and hilarious! 

 

Ramnavami: We Bengalis really don’t worship Ram. There are many that 

worship Krishna though! He was a very noble man if not husband, that part is 

for sure! 

 

Theme: Sun- a lovely compilation of painting and poems about sun, the 

paintings are specially cheerful. 

 

The cartoon babu shakespeare: You will see them everywhere in India and 

on internet! Just tell them that English is not your mother tongue, or if Indian 

then you have studied in vernacular medium! The scariest ones are those who 

themselves don’t know English and try to force their English on others! 
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In the end quite enjoyed the Ezine, and its colourful sketches/paintings 

specially! 

 

That is it I guess! See you again next month, and thank you Agni/Sharmishtha 

for translating my works! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Labanya 
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Labanya 

 

Labanya writes everything in Bengali and I translate them, that 

will include her critiques too, she does not blogs and is not 

keen to share her email id in open. Leave your compliments in 

the critiques!  
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TROY DAVID LOY 

 
 

Troy David Loy is an American student and writer with a love for things 

Indian, creating fractal art, and science. He is owned by two cats, Mr. Eccles 

and Ricky, and is engaged in a program of lifelong learning in an attempt to 

make sense of an increasingly irrational world.  

 

He is the author of Dirge: A Short SF Story available at  

https://www.amazon.com/Dirge-short-Troy-David-Loy-

ebook/dp/B00XMS1ZJ2  

https://www.amazon.com/Echoes-Forsaken-Galaxies-Collected-Fiction-

ebook/dp/B01ND0R1VC/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 

He can be found online @Troythulu on Twitter and on his blog The Call of 

Troythulu at https://troythulu.net  

 

Like it? Check out Troy’s new book in store-  

https://www.amazon.com/Echoes-Forsaken-Galaxies-Collected-Fiction-

ebook/dp/B01ND0R1VC/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

  

https://www.amazon.com/Dirge-short-Troy-David-Loy-ebook/dp/B00XMS1ZJ2
https://www.amazon.com/Dirge-short-Troy-David-Loy-ebook/dp/B00XMS1ZJ2
http://kestalusrealm.wordpress.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Echoes-Forsaken-Galaxies-Collected-Fiction-ebook/dp/B01ND0R1VC/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/Echoes-Forsaken-Galaxies-Collected-Fiction-ebook/dp/B01ND0R1VC/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8
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RAGHUNANDAN KUPPUSWAMY 

 

A retired IT professional with nothing better to do than 'pen' a few lines now 

and then.  

 

A few words from Agnishatdal (aka her creator Sharmishtha Basu)   

Raghunandan Kuppuswamy is full of wisdom and knowledge. He writes 

amazing stories from Indian history and mythology, though I will smugly say 

that I have read A LOT of stories in these two genres but still most of the 

stories he scoops out are new to me, and reading his works is a privilege! 

Apart from these his sense of humour and corporate knowledge is at par! 

Check out his blog you will only be glad that you found it. 

 

https://ksriranga.wordpress.com 

https://tskraghu.wordpress.com 
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DOMINIC COLLUCCI 

 

 
 

My name is Dom Colucci. I am a writer and a poet. I have written three books 

as I am an author as well. 

 

I was inspired by a man named David Robert Ord who is the Director of 

Editors at Namaste Publishing in Vancouver, Canada. He has written to me 

when I sent my first manuscript, The Tree Becomes A Soul that obviously I 

have talent in what I am doing and urged me to self publish this book. It is 

about a journey with poems that I did during my meditation sessions. 

 

My second book I shifted gears into romance and wrote another book called 

The Love of My Life. This book was read by the editors at Lulu Publishing and 

this is what they had to say, "In closing, I found your poems fanciful, sincere, 

and filled with wanderlust. Your line breaks are impeccable as is your timing. 

It’s a fine debut collection. Well done." This book is about a romantic journey 

with the love of one's Soul*. I was inspired by a painting my father did many 

years ago of two dancers under a moonlit night seeking the romantic passion 

of the moon up above. 

 

My third book I remained in the romantic mood and it was a continuation of 
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the second book. This books name is Love Continues from within and as well I 

did it in romantic journey format with many poems and love quotes 

comparable to a man I love to read from always, Maulana Jalaluddin Rumi. 

How he talks to the heart and Soul* of those that read into him. This book's 

editor was a woman and this is what she had to say as well, "This book has the 

potential to pull at the heartstrings of the reader." 

 

I am inspired by the love of nature as I have climbed many mountains in the 

past 7 years and listen attentively which captivates me always from within as 

I know it comes from the Soul*. 

 

A few words from Agnishatdal (aka her creator Sharmishtha Basu):  

Dominic Collucci is full of Zen wisdom, unfortunately I can’t grasp it! But I 

have learnt a bit about it from him by constantly pestering. He is an amazing 

poet, his poems on nature as so vivid that you will feel that you are actually 

there! Apart from that his photographs well… you will be seeing that in the 

magazine, how amazing they are! 

 

A few words about his works from other readers: 

http://www.amazon.com/Tree-Becomes-Soul-Dominic-Colucci/product-

reviews/1257271253 

 

http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/the-tree-becomes-a-

soul/15647591?productTrackingContext=author_spotlight_14739082_ 

 

http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/the-love-of-my-

life/18668665?productTrackingContext=author_spotlight_14739082_ 

 

https://zendom777.wixsite.com/mysite-2 

https:// wrotethesequotes.blogspot.com 

  

http://www.amazon.com/Tree-Becomes-Soul-Dominic-Colucci/product-reviews/1257271253
http://www.amazon.com/Tree-Becomes-Soul-Dominic-Colucci/product-reviews/1257271253
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/the-tree-becomes-a-soul/15647591?productTrackingContext=author_spotlight_14739082_
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/the-tree-becomes-a-soul/15647591?productTrackingContext=author_spotlight_14739082_
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/the-love-of-my-life/18668665?productTrackingContext=author_spotlight_14739082_
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/the-love-of-my-life/18668665?productTrackingContext=author_spotlight_14739082_
https://zendom777.wixsite.com/mysite-2
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Brieuc Martin Onraet 

 

 
 

Brian Martin-Onraet was born of French parents in Pakistan, a few years after 

the Partition. He was later raised in Africa and educated in France and 

America. A marketing consultant by trade, he has taken writing as a hobby. He 

now lives in Mexico with his wife, a researcher, and their cat Miao Zedong. You 

can visit Brian’s blog at: 

 

https://equinoxio21.wordpress.com/ 

 

Few Words from Agnishatdal ( aka her creator Sharmishtha Basu): 

Brian is well… what can I say about a person with such amazing talents? He is 

a brilliant writer, an enviable photographer with eye for the very best models! 

You will have to read his blogs to enjoy his way of telling stories- adding 

magical photographs (his collection is downright enviable) to go along. If you 

love photographs and different cultures his blog is your dream destination. 

 

  

https://equinoxio21.wordpress.com/
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Bitter Pill 

Who, and What, is the Bitter Pill? 

 
I’m the Bitter Pill, an ordinary scrivener who’s dealt with all kinds of crap 

from the worst people and finally found a voice to speak out. I’m a remedy for 

an ever-increasing tide of social BS from silly people who manipulate and 

exploit others for power.  

 

I welcome any viable challenge offered to what I write, to any facts-based 

valid argument showing I’m biased or just plain wrong. No other comers will 

even get to step into the ring. No, so-called “alternative facts” will not even be 

entertained, not worth my time. Failing valid, accurate critique, readers can 

take these missives as yr. humble svt’s personal experiences, observations, 

and conclusions.  

 

I’m a great admirer of those figures like Socrates and Chanakya with the 

courage to call things as they are, who spoke truth to power at great risk of 

personal danger.  

 

Suicidal? Possibly, but the pursuit of truth has always been dangerous to those 

given to abuse their ill-gotten power! 
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Citizen Null 

 

Citizen Null is an ordinary American who wants the very best for all in their 

beloved United States, not merely a chosen elite, or so-called ‘Real Americans’ 

of only the right or left. Do let us try to avoid any ‘No True Scotsman’ fallacies 

here! 

 

With…complicated political views, a mild manner, yet strong opinions, Null 

finds the rising tide of nationalism, bigotry, and xenophobia in the United 

States and abroad irrational and disturbing in the extreme, threatening the 

long-term future of human civilization. 

 

Citizen Null lives in a Bible-Belt state with pets and family, and comments on 

people and things American which ought to concern anyone. 

 

Think clearly. Love the Good. Be vigilant… 

…and be excellent to each other! 

 

 
 

Citizen Null is watching. 
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Saptarchi 

 

 

 

Saptarchi is a pseudonym, so please don’t dig around or ask anyone who 

Saptarchi is. Saptarchi is a scared citizen of India, tried level best but could not 

join those who are chorusing about “clean India” or “India Shining” for the 

scared citizen can see with own eyes how clean India is and how much it is 

shining for everyone! 

 

So if you love to live in dream-world you won’t like these or any writing that 

will follow these.  But if you dream of a shining India, an honest India you can 

stick around and mull over with Saptarchi. 

 

Saptarchi will mostly write about social issues but politics too will be one of 

the topics because no matter how hard you try these days Indian politicians 

invade every sphere of our private life, be it your phone, your personal 

television channel, newspaper or internet! They just don’t have any shame or 

class so the scared citizen decided to share how they appear to commonest of 

commons! 

 

In the end Saptarchi will love to request only one thing to trolls who love to 

say despicable things to those they like not you are most welcome to not read 

these posts!  
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Pat Ritter 

 

 

 

Hi Everyone, 

 

Let me introduce myself. My name is Pat Ritter. Since 1988 I have been 

writing and publishing books. In 2009 I decided to publish my books as e-

books on this and other websites. 

 

Writing and self-publishing became expensive especially the marketing end of 

the business. I experienced little problems with my first book ‘Closing The 

Gap’ however after writing and self-publishing six other books the printing 

costs out-weighed the cost of production. 
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At this stage of my writing I am converting from writing true life stories to 

fictional or better known – storytelling and it’s difficult I can tell you. I’m 

giving it my best. Reading is a passion. When I read I try and place myself in 

the writer’s seat and endeavour to work out how they wrote the story. I enjoy 

reading interesting stories filled with passion, desire with a happy ending. 

 

I’m happy to meet you. I’m also proud to be involved in Operation eBook Drop. 

 

Pat Ritter 

 Author/Self Publisher 

http://www.patritter.com.au/ 

 

  

http://www.patritter.com.au/
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Sharmishtha Basu- 

Adriana Ochoa Margain 

 

 

 
 

 

Sharmishtha Basu is a prolific writer, digital painter, blogger, and current 
resident of Kolkata, West Bengal, India. She has written an astonishing 
number of poems, stories, and commentary on things Indian over the years. 
She authors and moderates an ample no. of blogs. She has produced a wide 
range of images to illustrate her works, and has published at least twenty-six 
book-length collections of her writings and images to date. 
 
  With a fertile imagination and keen understanding of social issues in India 
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and thereabouts, her writings encompass such genres as culture, politics, 
fantasy, science fiction, horror, and matters of the heart. She is the creator and 
moderator of the twin eZines, Agnishatdal and Agnijaat, and continues her 
writing and painting unimpeded by those things that would discourage lesser 
creators of words and images. 
 
  She is currently keeps herself busy on hours of writing, reading, and creating 
evocative images. Tirelessly working on writing and painting projects, she 
spends much of her time immersed in music while painting, and it shows in 
the colorful results of her artistry, and writing with the music switched off. 
Her social media mumbo-jumbo for you: 
 
https://www.patreon.com/sharmishthabasu 
https://www.paypal.me/sharmishthabasu 
https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu 
https://www.amazon.com/author/sharmishthabasu 
 
Email id she checks almost regularly (say once each month for sure):  
sermistabasu@gmail.com 
 

  

https://www.patreon.com/sharmishthabasu
https://www.paypal.me/sharmishthabasu
https://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu
https://www.amazon.com/author/sharmishthabasu
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Agnishatdal Parivar 

 

 

 

 

Agnishatdal is blessed with selfless affection of its creative group, these 

selfless authors, artists have shared their wonderful creation for free and no 

matter how much I try to thank them for this gift, it will be nothing! Here they 

are (No order please, just the names as they appeared in mind) :  

 

Troy David Loy 

https://troythulu.net 

Raghunandan Kuppuswamy  

https://ksriranga.wordpress.com 

Dominic Collucci  

https://wrotethesequotes.blogspot.com 

Brieuc Martin Onraet  

https://equinoxio21.wordpress.com 

Pat Ritter 

http://www.patritter.com.au/ 

Bitter Pill, Citizen Null, Saptarchi, Labanya and  

Sharmishtha Basu 

https://agnishatdalezine.wordpress.com 

 

 

 

 

  

https://troythulu.net/
https://ksriranga.wordpress.com/
https://wrotethesequotes.blogspot.com/
https://equinoxio21.wordpress.com/
http://www.patritter.com.au/
https://agnishatdalezine.wordpress.com/


147  Agnijaat and Agnishatdal Yearbook 2019 

 

BOOKS IN SHOPTLY (14.4.20) 
http://Shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu 

Saraswati 

https://shoptly.com/i/roq 

Seven 

https://shoptly.com/i/ror 

Seventeen 

https://shoptly.com/i/ros 

Trishakti 

https://shoptly.com/i/z7v 

Sharmishtha Basu's Sketch Book 1 Sun 

https://shoptly.com/i/5t2 

Sharmishtha Basu's Sketch Book 2 Water 

https://shoptly.com/i/5tp 

soulagni and Agni 17.7.2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/5tr 

AGNIKORAK 

Agnikorak Book 1 

https://shoptly.com/i/vkj 

Agnikorak Book 2 

https://shoptly.com/i/vkk 

Agnikorak Book 3 

https://shoptly.com/i/vkm 

Agnikorak Book 4 

https://shoptly.com/i/vkn 

Agnikorak Book 5 

https://shoptly.com/i/vko 

Agnikorak Book 6 

https://shoptly.com/i/vkc 

Agnikorak Book 7 

https://shoptly.com/i/vk9 

Agnikorak 8 Summer Serenade 

https://shoptly.com/i/fdx 

AGNIMALYA 

Agnimalya Book 1 

https://shoptly.com/i/vma 

Agnimalya Book 2 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmb 

Agnimalya Book 3 

https://shoptly.com/i/vm3 

Agnimalya Book 4 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmt 

http://shoptly.com/sharmishthabasu
https://shoptly.com/i/roq
https://shoptly.com/i/ror
https://shoptly.com/i/ros
https://shoptly.com/i/z7v
https://shoptly.com/i/5t2
https://shoptly.com/i/5tp
https://shoptly.com/i/5tr
https://shoptly.com/i/vkj
https://shoptly.com/i/vkk
https://shoptly.com/i/vkm
https://shoptly.com/i/vkn
https://shoptly.com/i/vko
https://shoptly.com/i/vkc
https://shoptly.com/i/vk9
https://shoptly.com/i/fdx
https://shoptly.com/i/vma
https://shoptly.com/i/vmb
https://shoptly.com/i/vm3
https://shoptly.com/i/vmt
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Agnimalya Book 5 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmu 

Agnimalya Book 6 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmv 

agnimalya book 7 an adult love story 

https://shoptly.com/i/p2b 

Agnimalya Book 8 The Tower 

https://shoptly.com/i/qeg 

Agnimalya Book 9 The Soul Devourers 

https://shoptly.com/i/ro2 

Agnimalya book 10 Tall tales of fair folks 1  

https://shoptly.com/i/fdy 

Agnimalya Book 11 Tall tales of fair folks 2 

https://shoptly.com/i/gyh 

Agnimalya book 12 Ye Have Been Warned 1 June 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/hod 

Agnimalya book 13 Ye Have Been Warned 2 June 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/hoj 

Agnimalya book 14, They always come! 

https://shoptly.com/i/5tu 

SBPnB 

SBPnB Book 1 

https://shoptly.com/i/vm2 

SBPnB Book 2 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmp 

SBPnB Book 3 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmq 

SBPnB Book 4 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmr 

SBPnB Book 5 

https://shoptly.com/i/qei 

SBPnB Book 6 - beautiful dreams 

https://shoptly.com/i/gy5 

AGNIJAAT 

Agnijaat Magh, january 

https://shoptly.com/i/vms 

Agnijaat Falgun, February 

https://shoptly.com/i/vm7 

Agnijaat Chaitra, March 

https://shoptly.com/i/vwz 

Agnijaat Boisakh, April 

https://shoptly.com/i/24b 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmu
https://shoptly.com/i/vmv
https://shoptly.com/i/p2b
https://shoptly.com/i/qeg
https://shoptly.com/i/ro2
https://shoptly.com/i/fdy
https://shoptly.com/i/gyh
https://shoptly.com/i/hod
https://shoptly.com/i/hoj
https://shoptly.com/i/5tu
https://shoptly.com/i/vm2
https://shoptly.com/i/vmp
https://shoptly.com/i/vmq
https://shoptly.com/i/vmr
https://shoptly.com/i/qei
https://shoptly.com/i/gy5
https://shoptly.com/i/vms
https://shoptly.com/i/vm7
https://shoptly.com/i/vwz
https://shoptly.com/i/24b
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agnijaat jyeshtha 1425, may 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/pv9 

Agnijaat Book 5 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmw 

Agnijaat Book 6 

https://shoptly.com/i/pvo 

Agnijaat Ashar 1425 

https://shoptly.com/i/qee 

Agnijaat Shraban 1425 

https://shoptly.com/i/rov 

sfulingo  [Annual Digest 2018] 

https://shoptly.com/i/ro7 

Agnijaat Bhadra 1425, August 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/746 

agnijaat Ashwin 1425, September 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/xyy 

Agnijaat Book 7 - Durgapuja 1425 

https://shoptly.com/i/y8y 

Agnijaat Kartik 1425, October 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/x9t 

Agnijaat Agrahayan 1425, November 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/zc8 

Agnijaat Poush 1425, December 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/1m8 

Agnijaat Magh 1425, January 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/863 

Agnijaat Book 8, Saraswatipuja 1425 

https://shoptly.com/i/4xg 

Agnijaat Falgun 1425, February 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/4jx 

Agnijaat Chaitra 1425, March 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/ex3 

Agnijaat Boisakh 1425, April 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/fq5 

Agnijaat Book 9, 25she boisakh 1426, 7th May 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/gu5 

Agnijaat Jyeshtha 1426, May 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/gyg 

Agnijaat Ashar 1426, June 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/ho6 

Agnijaat Shraban 1426, July 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/5tt 

https://shoptly.com/i/pv9
https://shoptly.com/i/vmw
https://shoptly.com/i/pvo
https://shoptly.com/i/qee
https://shoptly.com/i/rov
https://shoptly.com/i/ro7
https://shoptly.com/i/746
https://shoptly.com/i/xyy
https://shoptly.com/i/y8y
https://shoptly.com/i/x9t
https://shoptly.com/i/zc8
https://shoptly.com/i/1m8
https://shoptly.com/i/863
https://shoptly.com/i/4xg
https://shoptly.com/i/4jx
https://shoptly.com/i/ex3
https://shoptly.com/i/fq5
https://shoptly.com/i/gu5
https://shoptly.com/i/gyg
https://shoptly.com/i/ho6
https://shoptly.com/i/5tt


150  Agnijaat and Agnishatdal Yearbook 2019 

 

Sfulingo Illustrated 3, 17.7.2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/5tq 

Agnijaat Bhadra 1426, August 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/6pe 

Agnijaat Ashwin 1426, September2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/dfu 

Agnijaat 10th Quarterly Durgapuja 2019 1426 

https://shoptly.com/i/jbh 

Agnijaat Kartik 1426, October 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/jo7 

Agnijaat Agrahayan 1426, November 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/kjo 

Agnijaat Poush 1426, December 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/mom 

Agnijaat Magh 1426, January 2020 

https://shoptly.com/i/nir 

agnijaat book 11, saraswatipuja 2020 

https://shoptly.com/i/oay 

Agnijaat Falgun 1426, February 2020 

https://shoptly.com/i/owg 

Agnijaat Chaitra 1426, March 2020 

https://shoptly.com/i/cwo 

AGNISHATDAL 

Agnishatal Magh 1424, January 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmx 

Agnishatdal Falgun, February 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmy 

Agnishatdal Chaitra, March 

https://shoptly.com/i/vw1 

Agnishatdal Boisakh, April 

https://shoptly.com/i/243 

agnishatdal jyeshtha 1425, may 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/p2a 

Agnishatdal Book 5 

https://shoptly.com/i/vmz 

Agnishatdal BOOK 6 

https://shoptly.com/i/pvc 

Agnishatdal Ashar 1425 

https://shoptly.com/i/qeh 

Agnishatdal Shraban 1425 

https://shoptly.com/i/rop 

agnidal [Annual Digest 2018] 

https://shoptly.com/i/5tq
https://shoptly.com/i/6pe
https://shoptly.com/i/dfu
https://shoptly.com/i/jbh
https://shoptly.com/i/jo7
https://shoptly.com/i/kjo
https://shoptly.com/i/mom
https://shoptly.com/i/nir
https://shoptly.com/i/oay
https://shoptly.com/i/owg
https://shoptly.com/i/cwo
https://shoptly.com/i/vmx
https://shoptly.com/i/vmy
https://shoptly.com/i/vw1
https://shoptly.com/i/243
https://shoptly.com/i/p2a
https://shoptly.com/i/vmz
https://shoptly.com/i/pvc
https://shoptly.com/i/qeh
https://shoptly.com/i/rop
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https://shoptly.com/i/rou 

agnishatdal bhadra 1425, august 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/74d 

agnishatdal ashwin 1425, september 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/xyz 

Agnishatdal Book 7- Durgapuja 1425 

https://shoptly.com/i/y8z 

Agnishatdal Kartik, October 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/x9u 

Agnishatdal Agrahayan 1425, November 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/zc4 

Agnishatdal Poush 1425, December 2018 

https://shoptly.com/i/1m4 

Agnishatdal Magh 1425, January 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/86t 

Agnishatdal Book 8, Saraswatipuja 1425 

https://shoptly.com/i/4xi 

Agnishatdal Falgun 1425, February 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/4jy 

Agnishatdal Chaitra 1425, March 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/ext 

Agnishatdal Boisakh 1425, April 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/fq6 

Agnishatdal Book 9, 25she boisakh 1426, 7th May 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/gu6 

Agnishatdal Jyeshtha 1426, May 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/gyi 

Agnishatdal Ashar 1426, June 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/hok 

Agnishatdal Shraban 1426, July 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/5tv 

Agnidal Illustrated 3, 17.7.2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/5t3 

Agnishatdal Bhadra 1426, August 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/6pg 

Agnishatdal Ashwin 1426, September2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/dfv 

Agnishatdal 10th Quarterly Durgapuja 2019 1426 

https://shoptly.com/i/jbi 

Agnishatdal 1426, October 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/jow 

Agnishatdal Agrahayan 1426, November 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/rou
https://shoptly.com/i/74d
https://shoptly.com/i/xyz
https://shoptly.com/i/y8z
https://shoptly.com/i/x9u
https://shoptly.com/i/zc4
https://shoptly.com/i/1m4
https://shoptly.com/i/86t
https://shoptly.com/i/4xi
https://shoptly.com/i/4jy
https://shoptly.com/i/ext
https://shoptly.com/i/fq6
https://shoptly.com/i/gu6
https://shoptly.com/i/gyi
https://shoptly.com/i/hok
https://shoptly.com/i/5tv
https://shoptly.com/i/5t3
https://shoptly.com/i/6pg
https://shoptly.com/i/dfv
https://shoptly.com/i/jbi
https://shoptly.com/i/jow
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https://shoptly.com/i/kjc 

Agnishatdal Poush 1426, December 2019 

https://shoptly.com/i/mon 

Agnishatdal Magh 1426, January 2020 

https://shoptly.com/i/nis 

agnishatdal book 11 saraswatipuja 2020 

https://shoptly.com/i/oaz 

Agnishatdal Falgun 1426, February 2020 

https://shoptly.com/i/owh 

Agnishatdal Chaitra 1426, March 2020 

https://shoptly.com/i/cwc 

 

If you can’t buy via shoptly for one reason or other you can buy my creations (any one listed in 

shoptly, patreon) directly from me, via my paypal account. 

But, after you make the payment DON’T FORGET TO SEND ME THE LIST OF THE BOOK(S) YOU 

WANT AND YOUR EMAIL ID. 

My email id for that list is: sermistabasu@gmail.com 

 

  

https://shoptly.com/i/kjc
https://shoptly.com/i/mon
https://shoptly.com/i/nis
https://shoptly.com/i/oaz
https://shoptly.com/i/owh
https://shoptly.com/i/cwc
mailto:sermistabasu@gmail.com
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AMAZON BOOKS 

Being rewritten every year 

IN 

https://www.amazon.com/author/sharmishth

abasu 

 

https://www.amazon.com/author/sharmishthabasu
https://www.amazon.com/author/sharmishthabasu
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February 2020 

The Lotus of Fire 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00o8m3o5e 

A bouquet of wild flowers 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00RF97HXW 

April 2020 

Black Mist And Other Stories Prices: Kin $1.07 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00ontgsbe 

Tell Me A Story Prices: Kin $1.07 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00p2bnl8a 

Moments from the Journey Prices: KDP: $1.07  

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00W5VIDHE 

Butterflies from life's garden Prices: KDP:  $1.07 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/b00w6tgly2 

Lucifer’s Liegemen- Kingmaker Price: $ 5.00 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0876w7xbw 

May 2019 

The child of woods [Kindle $1.07]  

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK1XD66 

spirits of darkness and light [Kindle $1.07]  

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK1XHTY 

June 2019 

The bridge of her dreams 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK117J6 

The prisoner of sand castle 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK1X4AG 

Waves that became songs 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00WNZ63Z6 

Melodies from moonlit nights [Price: Kin $1.07] 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00WTXA11O 

July 2019 

Sfulingo 3, 2019 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/b07v6gz8rp 

Agnidal 3, 2019 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/b07v5fw1pm  

September 2019 

Myriad colours of earth [ Kindle 1.07] 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0105jpae6 

Wildflowers in bed of rocks [Kindle $1.07]  

https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0105j2jfe 

the bridge of her dreams 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK117J6 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00o8m3o5e
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00RF97HXW
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00ontgsbe
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00p2bnl8a
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00W5VIDHE
http://www.amazon.com/dp/b00w6tgly2
https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0876w7xbw
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK1XD66
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK1XHTY
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK117J6
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK1X4AG
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00WNZ63Z6
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00WTXA11O
https://www.amazon.com/dp/b07v6gz8rp
https://www.amazon.com/dp/b07v5fw1pm
https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0105jpae6
https://www.amazon.com/dp/b0105j2jfe
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK117J6
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the prisoner of sand castle 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK1X4AG 

October 2019 

the heart beats on 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/b00ztn8z1e 

crystal eyes 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK11F3O 

  

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK1X4AG
https://www.amazon.com/dp/b00ztn8z1e
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00QK11F3O
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GUMROAD 
http://gumroad.com/sharmishthabasu 
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GUMROAD 

In case you are wondering, I opened this account in gumroad because it allows to pay 

through credit card and by checking out the forums I sort of felt it is a safe site to buy from. 

 

https://ecommerce-platforms.com/ecommerce-reviews/gumroad-review 

 

My profile: 

https://gumroad.com/sharmishthabasu 

 

Right Now I have upped only few books here, from next month it will sell the books I will sell 

through shoptly each month. The older books will stay in shoptly. Only the ones from July 2019 will 

come up in Gumroad. 

 

July 2019- 17.7.2019 

 

Agnidal Illustrated 3, 17.7.2019 

https://gum.co/UMVSg 

Agnijaat Shraban 1426, July 2019 

https://gum.co/kivvF 

Agnimalya book 14, They always come! 

https://gum.co/JBMJY 

Agnishatdal Shraban 1426, July 2019 

https://gum.co/nLKd 

Sharmishtha Basu's Sketch Book 1 Sun 

https://gum.co/cmoWa 

Sharmishtha Basu's Sketch Book 2 Water 

https://gum.co/gOrSq 

Sfulingo Illustrated 3, 17.7.2019 

https://gum.co/ADqpJ 

Soulagni and Agni 17.7.2019 

https://gum.co/XFvLc 

August 2019 

 

Agnijaat Bhadra 1426, August 2019 

https://gum.co/brIvb 

Agnishatdal Bhadra 1426, August 2019 

https://gum.co/QAAIC 

September 2019 
Agnijaat Ashwin 1426, September2019 

https://gumroad.com/l/gjIUz 

Agnishatdal Ashwin 1426, September2019 

https://gumroad.com/l/ZPHiA 

https://ecommerce-platforms.com/ecommerce-reviews/gumroad-review
https://gumroad.com/sharmishthabasu
https://gum.co/UMVSg
https://gum.co/kivvF
https://gum.co/JBMJY
https://gum.co/nLKd
https://gum.co/cmoWa
https://gum.co/gOrSq
https://gum.co/ADqpJ
https://gum.co/XFvLc
https://gum.co/brIvb
https://gum.co/QAAIC
https://gumroad.com/l/gjIUz
https://gumroad.com/l/ZPHiA
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October 2019 
Agnijaat 10th Quarterly Durgapuja 2019 1426 

https://gumroad.com/l/uVPKQy 

Agnishatdal 10th Quarterly Durgapuja 2019 1426 

https://gumroad.com/l/gQiLv 

Agnijaat Kartik 1426, October 2019 

https://gumroad.com/l/xzpKY 

Agnishatdal Kartik 1426, October 2019  

https://gumroad.com/l/PJQvb 

November 2019 
Agnijaat Agrahayan 1426, November 2019 

https://gumroad.com/l/uIAlLA 
Agnishatdal Agrahayan 1426, November 2019 
https://gumroad.com/l/QYloB 

December 2019 
Agnijaat Poush 1426, December 2019 

https://gumroad.com/l/jKvWy 

Agnishatdal Poush 1426, December 2019 

https://gumroad.com/l/umPGr 

January 2020 

Agnijaat Magh 1426, January 2020 

https://gumroad.com/l/bJPEQ 

Agnishatdal Magh 1426, January 2020 

https://gumroad.com/l/RUPvJ 

agnijaat book 11, saraswatipuja 2020 

https://gumroad.com/l/SsRFKT 

agnishatdal book 11 saraswatipuja 2020 

https://gumroad.com/l/wXRZN 

February 2020 

Agnijaat Falgun 1426, February 2020 

https://gumroad.com/l/PpWy 

Agnishatdal Falgun 1426, February 2020 

https://gumroad.com/l/XpPRN 

March 2020 

 

Agnijaat Chaitra 1426, March 2020 

https://gumroad.com/l/fBwVj 

Agnishatdal Chaitra 1426, March 2020 

https://gumroad.com/l/pmPKO 

 

https://gumroad.com/l/uVPKQy
https://gumroad.com/l/gQiLv
https://gumroad.com/l/xzpKY
https://gumroad.com/l/PJQvb
https://gumroad.com/l/uIAlLA
https://gumroad.com/l/QYloB
https://gumroad.com/l/jKvWy
https://gumroad.com/l/umPGr
https://gumroad.com/l/bJPEQ
https://gumroad.com/l/RUPvJ
https://gumroad.com/l/SsRFKT
https://gumroad.com/l/wXRZN
https://gumroad.com/l/PpWy
https://gumroad.com/l/XpPRN
https://gumroad.com/l/fBwVj
https://gumroad.com/l/pmPKO
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My first sold painting: 

 
 

 

 

Sharmishtha Basu 

sermistabasu@gmail.com 
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Red Butterfly and Harmony 

    

Finally I am traditionally published! 

Justfiction-edition published Red Butterfly and Harmony on 

26th October, 2018, and they published my second book in June 

2019. 

https://my.justfiction-edition.com/catalogue/details/gb/978-613-7-40142-2/red-butterfly-and-

harmony/ 

https://www.morebooks.shop/store/gb/book/red-butterfly-and-harmony/isbn/978-613-7-

40142-2 

 

Two stories in one jacket-Harmony is about a very beautiful, perfect 
world, a world where your dreams may come true too, if you think 
outside the box! A journey into a beautiful planet where magical 
creatures still roam! A wanderer travelling in space finds love and 
home. The other story is a reminder of how wicked often hide 
behind mask of innocence. Red Butterfly is a story of two brave kids 
and a wicked witch. 

  

https://my.justfiction-edition.com/catalogue/details/gb/978-613-7-40142-2/red-butterfly-and-harmony/
https://my.justfiction-edition.com/catalogue/details/gb/978-613-7-40142-2/red-butterfly-and-harmony/
https://www.morebooks.shop/store/gb/book/red-butterfly-and-harmony/isbn/978-613-7-40142-2
https://www.morebooks.shop/store/gb/book/red-butterfly-and-harmony/isbn/978-613-7-40142-2
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The strange island and other stories  

 

 

The strange island and other stories 

https://www.morebooks.shop/store/gb/book/the-strange-island-and-other-stories/isbn/978-

620-0-10422-9 

https://my.justfiction-edition.com/catalogue/details/gb/978-620-0-10422-9/the-strange-island-

and-other-stories 

 

Two stories in one jacket- First, the strange island is the story of a 

girl with free spirit, she moves into a picturesque island and meets a 

man she just cant resist, ends up with more than she ever bargained 

for. She is ushered into a world of passion and strangest creatures. A 

world that is beautiful and enchanting in one hand but on the other 

hand its terrifying and scary. The second story,  

 

Magic Wardrobe is again the story of a girl who discovers a 

mysterious world in the home she inherited in a beautiful town in 

the lap of Himalayas, a gift from her aunt she has never met. There 

she takes a journey into a world that just is not possible yet it 

materialized for her- a world full of dangers and intrigue. 

https://www.morebooks.shop/store/gb/book/the-strange-island-and-other-stories/isbn/978-620-0-10422-9
https://www.morebooks.shop/store/gb/book/the-strange-island-and-other-stories/isbn/978-620-0-10422-9
https://my.justfiction-edition.com/catalogue/details/gb/978-620-0-10422-9/the-strange-island-and-other-stories
https://my.justfiction-edition.com/catalogue/details/gb/978-620-0-10422-9/the-strange-island-and-other-stories
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UPCOMING 

BOOKS 
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Upcoming Books 

In  

Kindle 

 

The annual issues of the Ezines in Kindle, Shoptly and Gumroad 

and the monthly issues of the Ezines. 


